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DISINTERESTED LOVE; 


OR, THE 


MODERN ROBIN GREY, 


L. ET TIN 


LADY LUCY LESSINGHAM TO MISS GORDON: 


Myr Y fake nd at the metcopolis has 

already been made known to you, I pre- 
fume, by my beloved mother; to whom 
I diſpatched a line the moment I arrived 
in Berkeley-ſquare, to eaſe her maternal 
boſom of the uneaſineſs I too well knew 
ſhe would feel, until ſhe was aſſured her 
Lucy was ſafe under te protection of her 
ſiſter. My kind guardian, and my ami- 


ee. BB 7 
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able Maria, would not be without their 
fears; but now I hope they are all at eaſe, - 
and that my duty, attention, and friend= : | 
ſhip, which will ever remain utabated, 
will ſerve in ſome meaſure to conſole 
them for my abſence. The promiſe that 
you made of being as much as poſſible _ 
at Belmont, will give me the trueſt plea- - 
ſure ; for not all the gaieties, I may here- 
after engage in, will ever obliterate from 
my remembrance, thoſe who are ſo dear : 
to me. My eloquence, which you pre- 
dicted to be infallible, at length you find 
has failed; for though ei to the ut- 
moſt, it could not prevail on my vener- 
able parent to leave the family manſion. 
Her infirm health, the ſorrow ſtre has 
never ceaſed to indulge for my father, 
added to ſome other family reaſons, were 
fuch forcible pleas, that I yielded up the 
point, and could only thank her for her 
indulgence in permitting me to accept 
the invitation of Lady Mary. Sir Wil- 
liam ſeemed almoſt ſorry for the permiſ- 


ſion 2a had granted, leſt, I ſuppoſe, I 
ſhould 
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ſhould be. corrupted in this licentious 
town: he has, however, promiſed to write 
to me frequently and tells me if I pay 
the ſame attention here to his precepts, 
that I did in the country, there will be 
no danger of my being contaminated, 
although in the vortex of folly. 


Amiable man! his friendſhip, his good 


ſenſe, his benevolent diſpoſition, and the 

2 integrity, the unremitted care with which 

l he has executed the truſt repoſed in him 

. | by my father, fills my mind with every 

l ſenſation, gratitude and reſpect can in- 

” ſpire ; and ſurely that will be ſufficient to 

* induce my compliance with all he pre- 

s ſcribes, ſince I am convinced it will be 

1 alone for my welfare. But he need not 

(tg fear, my ſiſter is amiable, and though 

* living in the faſhionable world may live | 
* i altered her manners; yet ſne cannot ſure- 
0 ly have forgotten the virtuous principles 


5 which were early inſtilled in her mind. 
Mr. Foſter, whom, I muſt acknowledge, 
9. I believe fortune the chief induce- 
8 was the chief induce 
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ment to her marrying, is a good ſort of 
man; but without any of thoſe accom- 
pliſhments which attract the eye and en- 
gage the heart: their houſe, their car- 
riages, are quite in ſtile. 5 


Though I am not an abſolute ſtranger 
to London, yet as I was very young when 
my father had a houſe there, all appears 
new. I have not been any where at pre- 
ſent, for I really have not recovered from 
the fatigue attendant on fo long a jour- 
ney; neither have my ſpirits yet acquired 
their uſual tone. I ſtill feel the ma- 
ternal embrace, and the tear which 
dropt on my cheek from her dear eyes, | 
has been too often renewed from mine 
to be ſo ſoon forgotten. Sir William 
was indiſpoſed the morning I came away; 
1 was therefore ſpared the pain of bidding | Fn 
him adieu! but juſt as I was ſtepping in- 
to the carriage I had a note from him, 
wiſhing me all happineſs; and encloſing 
a fifty pound bank bill for my extra ex- 


een man !—he thought it 3 a 
Was || 
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was not in the power of my mother to 
do for me what ſhe might perhaps wiſh z 
and thus he prevented all my wants, My 
Journey, you may imagine, with theſe 
ſenſations, together with the inclement 
ſeaſon, could not be either cheerful or 


- 

8 agreeable; Fanny too was nearly as de- 
« Jected as her miſtreſs. We met with a moſt 
: kind reception. I will not ſay how muck 
a 1 was Pained at parting with my Maria, 
ih. ſince it would only be to recount her own 


d feelings; and as I have nothing enter- 
training to relate, I ſhall conclude, with 
aſſuring her, how much I am 1 
Her affectionate, 


LUCY LE SSN CHAN. 


was | . e 19 
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amiable Lady Lucy, of till being in- 


tues; yet youth, and inexperience alone 
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LETTER, 


SIR WILLIAM ARLINGTON TO LADY 
LUCY LESSINGHAM, 


TRE permiſſion granted me by my 


dulged with the privilege of being her 
Preceptor, as well as guardian, cannot fail 
of giving me the moſt heart-felt ſatisfac- te 
tion; and not only from the pleaſure 1 . 
ſhall feel in being conſidered by her in of 
eſteemable a light, but in hopes that 
may be of ſome ſervice to her, to guid 
her inexperienced ſteps ſafe to the pat 
of rectitude. And though I am perſuad 
ed, few young perſons poſſeſs more vit 
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may ſometimes lead her to wiſh for ſome 
friendly hand to point the road molt 


likely to enſure her happineſs. 


| Youareentering now upon a new ſcene 
= of life; you have left the domeſtic circle, 

the arms of a fond mother, the confin= 
ed and innocent joys of the country; 
you have exchanged them for the en- 
larged, and more enlivened, though per- 
| haps not more permanent joys of a town 
life, and all its attendant pleaſures, You 
are making your entree on the theatre of 
life; and if your principles remain un- 
corrupted, from bad examples, or pre- 
Judicial advice, I am convinced you will 
do it with eclat to yourſelf, and honour 
to your friends. You will ſoon, my lady, 
arrive at the period, whick the world al- 
lows to be years of diſcretion. Yox have 
already proved your right to the title; but 
I fear there are very few inſtances where 
the opinion of the world, though a gene- 
rally received one, ſhould be the criterion. 
However, that is not my intention at 
114 preſent 
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preſent to inveſtigate, 'The ſlender for- 


tune left you by your father will ſoon 


come into your poſſcflion. You will find 


I have endeavour'd, as far as was in my 
Power, to improve it for your ſake. You 


have too much good ſenſe to regret the iſ 


ſmallneſs of it; ſince, believe me, riches 


can never inſure happineſs ; and the con- 
ſeiouſneſs that your father's honour was 
the means of lefſening it, will ſerve as a 
conſolation : for, had. not his integrity 
influenced him to pay the debts your 
grandfather was involved in, it might 
have been large; but the reflection of 
having ated right, ſerved to conſole him 
and your amiable mother, for the want 
of that ſplendour they had ſo juſt a title 
to; but which they gave up without a 
ſigh, and retired to Belmont, hoping, by 
oeconomy, to ſecure a moderate compe- 
tence for their children, excluſive of the 
eſtate which devolved to your brother. 
I wiſh, alas! his manners at all reſembled 


thoſe of your excellent parents. 'How- 
ever, he is young, and though 1 has 


thrown 


5 . 


No 
© !: 


THE:MODERN- ROBIN GREV. ff - 


we off my counſel, as though it had 
been a galling yoke, yet will ! hope, 
time will ſhew him his errors; and he 
will at length be all our beſt wiſhes can, 
orojindiicnts, and we ſhould not be tog 


clear ſighted to the follies of youth. 


| Your ſiſter I have reſigned to Mr. 
Foſter, and I truſt ſhe is Kappy; Your - 
ladyſhip is the only one remaining un- 
der my ouardianſhip ; happy ſhall I be 
f my advice may at all ſerve to warn you. 
om the ſyren ſhores of vanity and diſfſipa- 


tion; for they alone are too frequently the 
ſource of numberleſs evils. And, be aſ- 


ſured, a deviation from the paths of pru- 
dence will ever be attended with remorſe 
to thoſe, whoſe virtuous education will 
not let them paſs unbluſhing, cc thraugh 
the flow'ry maze of vice.' 


That you, my dear. lady Lucy, may ne- 
ver experience the pain ariſing from ſuch: 
ſenſations, is the lincere 1 of your true 
friend, 

W. . ARLINGTON, * 
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LETTER nr. 


LADY LUCY LESSINGHAM TO MISS GOR DON. 


As the performance of a promiſe to me 
is as ſacred as the payment of a debt, 
Inability alone can excuſe my receding 
from that I have ſo often repeated to my 
dear Maria, of writing conſtantly to her 
whilſt I am an inhabitant of this gay 
world; and as her friendſhip, I know, 
induces her to take part and intereſt 
| herſelf in every circumſtance relating to 
her Lucy; and as ſhe has expreſſed a 
defire to be informed of the minuteſt, I 
will lay before her every tranſaction that 
may ariſe ; hoping that ſhe will caſt the 
veil of partiality over my errors, and 
excuſe the tt and inaccuracy of my 
pen. 


. 


1 
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pen. In my laſt I was too agitated to 
forget for one moment the egotiſt ; but 
now I hope to be able to give you ſome 
little account of the manners and cuſ- 
toms, &c. of this nouvelle ſcene. | 


My fiſter you + no longer recog- 
nize as the gay lively hoyden, and the 


artleſs companion. Two years reſidence 
in the beau- monde has been ſufficient to 


eraſe every former idea; and her man- 
ners are ſo totally altered, or as ſhe would 
expreſs it, fo intirely reform d, there is 
not indeed, even a wreck left behind” 
of her former ſelf, except her perſon, 
and there the veſtiges of late hours are but 
too plain. To ſum up all, me is grown 
quite a modern fine lady, only with 
ſome exceptions, which are to her credit, 
for ſhe keeps within the rules of deco- 
rum, which too many of the ton deem 


4 quite unneceſſary. My appearance and 


wardrobe, you may conclude to be abſo- 
Jutely antediluvian; and of courſe lady 
Mary's firſt buſineſs was to have me 


1 8 T8 <quiphs 


** 
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equip'd ſomewhat in the modern ſtyle ; 


as the introduction of ſuch a rutic among | 


her polite acquaintance, would fill her 
with confuſion, eſpecially as I happen to 
ſtand ſo near her ladyſhip in the ties of 
conſanguinity. Poor Mr. Foſter ſeems 
little to trouble himſelf with all theſe fine 
manoeuvres ; he leaves 1t intirely to his 
wife to rule his houſe, and keep up his 

quency: 


My brother did me the honour of a 
| viſit the morning after my arrival ; and 
- If was ſtruck at the alteration in lady 
Mary, I was petrified at the ſight of lord 
 B-—. He is now become intirely a 
man of faſhion. Every feeling, every ſoft 
ſenſation, ſeems to bow obedient to the 
deſpotic power; and I verily think, he 
would ſcarce acknowledge his ſiſter, if her 
appearance did not in ſome degree ac- 
cord with his ideas of it. To illuſtrate 
my aſſertion, which poſibly you may be 
anclined to doubt, I will give you an in- 


Hance, As ſoon as the frlt ſalutations 
were 


.- Us ve | 


Af 


— 
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were over, he turn'd to my ſiſter et for 


| heaven's. fake, lady Mary, loſe no time 
L- in accoutreing *this country lady, with the 
proper habiliments to appear in here 

by G—d, I would not have her, for the 


world, ſeen by any of my friends in her 


preſent ſtate: the girl would be an eter- 


nal diſgrace to us.” 
burſting into tears; and reply'd, if that 


1 could ſcarce help 


is your lordſhip's opinion of me, I had 
better not make my appearance ; at leaſt 


not till I have learn'd to ſubmit to rude- 
neſs and inſult without emotion. 


Mary ſaw I was hurt, and kindly encou- 
raged me, ſaying to him, I have no doubt, 
my lord, but when Lucy's apparements 


arrive from Madame Deviſme's, we ſhall 


rather have cauſe to exult in our pretty 


ſiſter, than fear her diſgracing us. Why, 
why, return'd he, yawning, your la'ſhip 


may be right; but what a woman is in 
this divine age of refinement is of little 


J conſequence; it is only what ſhe appears; 
and I think your ladyſhip need not be 
told, ſince the laſt packet arrived from 


= Paris, 


Lady 
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| Paris, the moſt homely ruſtic may be 
converted into a beauty. Oh! Maria, if 
this is London; if appearances are in- 
deed fo deceitful, ought I not to regret 
leaving Belmont ? where all was truth, 
and as it ſeemed. However, continued 
my precious brother, if you will be ready, 
I will attend you to ſee the Siddons to- 
morrow. Yes, returned lady Mary; and, 
recolle&, l expect you the next day to 
our petite party here. I deferred writ- 
ing that I might give my Maria an ac- 
count of ſome of our fine procedures. 
My paraphernalia is near complete, ele- 
gant and in taſte, you may believe. 
Monſieur Fargeon has the direction of my 
head; the outfide only though, you are to 
underſtand, My hair has been cut and 
tortur'd a thouſand ways already, and no 
ſmall degree of patience is requiſite to 
reſign ones ſelf for two or three hours to 
their unmerciful hands. I went in what 
is called a genteel half. dreſs to the play, 
and though I was totally engroſs'd in 


viewing the ſtrange metamorphoſis in my- 
N ſelf, 


- 
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ſelf, the play, which was Venice Preſerv'd, 
no ſooner began, than all my attention 
was turn'd to that; and my emotions 
were rather too violent for politeneſs ; for, 
as his lordſhip took occaſion to obſerve, 


all people of faſhion have not only their 


features, but their feelings, under a pro- 
per aa mth and nothing can be 
more barbarous, than betraying any ſigns 
df that abſurd. thing called pity, at the 
diſtreſs of another, whether the cauſe be 


real or imaginary; but my heart recoil'> 
at his ſentiments, and I entered into all 


the diſtreſs of the inimitable heroine. 


| You have' read the play ; judge of my 


feelings, at ſeeing every pathetic ſcene 
ſo incomparably repreſented. Oh! great 
are the pleaſures ariſing from ſuſceptibi- 
lity ; many, indeed, a7 exquiſite are the 
pains likewiſe attendant on it, Do not 
accuſe me of vanity, when J ſay, an en- 
larged mind only is capable of theſe men- 
tal enjoyments, and by them only can 
theſe delicate ſenſations be compre- 
hended. 
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16 DISINTERESTED Love; OR', | 
The laft evening lady Mary had what 
ſhe ſtyled, a ſelect party, purpoſely to in- 


troduce me to ſome of her particular 
friends. I muſt own I felt piqued at my 
brother's reflection, and I therefore took 
pains to be dreſs'd for the oecaſion, that 
I might not diſgrace him. I received num- 
berlefs compliments, and heard a thou- 
ſand extravagant encomiums in audible 


whiſpers; but they were too groſs to 


pleaſe. A Sir James Harrill paid me 
very particular attention ; he 1s a friend 


of Lord B's, though not ſuch a coxcomb, 
yet equally diſagreeable in his manners. 
The ladies, in FT, I did not admire, 
for the Saul freedom of their 


manners, and the inſipidity of their con- 


verſation; for they ſcemed. only to 


„ Harangue on falhions,. point and lace, 
« On this one's errors, t'other's face ; 3 
6 Talk much of Italy and France, 

« Of a new ſong or a country dance,” 


Lady Mellville, however, I muſt ex- 
cept, for the amiable expreſſion painted on 


. UBER ” 


think, from the u 
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her countenance, and the difference of her 
| behaviour. Miſs Conway, her ladyſhip's 
| niece, affected to be very fond of me; 


but I muſt own, © *twas all in Poe: 
They were all ſoon engaged at cards. I 


am ſuch a novice in all the polite games, 


I could only be a looker on; but I really 
mmon avidity with 
which they entered into the ſeveral games, 
there muſt be ſome charm. in cards un- 


diſcoverable to thoſe who do not play, 


for their whole attention ſeem'd to be ab- 
ſorbed ; yet to riſk ſuch large ſums is 
certainly very reprehenſible, even in thoſe 
whoſe fortunes may, in ſome degree, al- 


low of ſuch extravagance, They endea- 


voured to prevail on me to fit down, of- 
fering to teach me; I perſiſted, however, 
in a refuſal : but, ſhall I own to my Ma- 


Tia, it was not without regret, that I felr 


myſelf obliged to do it, from another 
motive, than that of inclination. To you will 
I confeſs all my weakneſs ; but I ſhould 
bluſh to have either Sir William or my 
revered mother acquainted with it. 


wr ite 


©” ti 
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1 


write them * this poſt. I have only there. 
fore to add, I am, as I ſhall ever remain, 


my Maria's affectionate 
8. 


Aa LESSINGHAI 


+ 


- 


* Theſe letters do not appear, h 


N 
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LETTER lv. 
SIR JAMES HARRILL TO APT. BEVILLE. 


AT length, Beville, I muſt allow my- 
ſelf conquer'd ; not in the field of Mars, 
but in the cauſe of Venus. I can no 
longer boaſt my freedom, it is loſt, irre- 
coverably loſt, and I have not even the 
power left me of wiſhing it back. You 
will be impatient to know how I got in- 
to this curſed hobble; *twas at lady Mary 
Foſter's aſſembly; her ſiſter, lady Lu- 
cy Leſſingham, is juſt come to town to 
ſ pend the winter with her; and 'tis to her 
divinityſhip I pay my adoration, By 
heaven, ſhe would warm the cold boſom 
of an Anchorite. | 
“ She is fairer than fam'd of old 
„Of fairy damſels met in foreſt wide; 
E. By errand knights.” of” 


Come 
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Come and ſee her, and give me credit for | 
my taſte; though I know not whether 
you do not too nearly reſemble her cox- 
- comical fool of a brother, to admire pure 
nature, unadorned by faſhion or art, tho 
a maſter-piece of the old faſhion'd dames. 
1 ſhould be curſedly afraid of having a 
fine fellow, like you, thrown in her way, 
were I not tolerably certain you muſt turn 
your eyes elſewhere; for her fortune is 
very ſmall, and her family happens to be 
rather too high to attempt any thing 
diſhonourable. Still I have an aver- 
fion to matrimony. She is not initiated 
yet. All innocent ſimplicity. However, 
cards muſt be the reſt; if, in future, ſhe 
ſhould diſcover any gout for the facina- 
tors, then, perhaps, there may be ſome. 
chance of ſucceeding without. In ſuch 
a caſe, I warn you to ſtand clear, for tho 
you have little to fear from his cowardly 
lordſhip ; upon ſuch an occaſion as the 
fruſtration of my darling hopes, I ſhould 
not {cruple a tilt with you myſelf. For 
the preſent I am, as uſual, yours, & c. 
JAMES HARRILL. 


62 ear 12 1 22 
s 
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* 
LETTER” 


SIR WILLIAM ARLINGTON TO LADY 


/ 


LUCY LESSINGHAM, 


1 Fear my amiable ward will repent 
her condeſcenſion, in allowing me to of- 
fer my beſt advice upon every occaſion 
that may ariſe; but the apprehenſion that 
you will now, more than ever, ſtand in 
need of it, is an additional inducement 
with me to take advantage of your hu- 
mility. To guard your heart from the cor- 
ruptions of mortals is my ſole view in the 


* . 
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leftures I have given, or ſhall from time bo 
to time preſume to give you. I tremble, | 
when I reflect on the temptations your Y 


beauty and inexperience may render you 
liable to; and which I fear even your 
| 5 rank 
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rank will be inſufficient to guard you from. 
Beware of flattery! deluſive charm ! how 
great is its power; how pernicious are its 


effects: the old, whom experience has 


rendered cautious, cannot withſtand its 


influence; how then ſhall the young? 


open, and incapable of deceit, believing 


others as ſincere as themſelves, how eaſi- 


ly do they fall into its bewitching ſnares. 
How baneful are its impreſſions! Moſt 


| carefully then ſhould your ſex guard a- 
gainſt the inſinuating venom. It is not 
the open groſs attack I ſeek to warn you 


of, as the diſguſt you will feel N wards ſuch 


will be ſufficient ; but from the inſidious 
trayer, who ſeeks to ſeduce your ears 
with his refined language, and endea- 


vours to gain your heart by ruining your 
principles. Advice, when aſced, except it 


happens to coincide with our wiſhes, is ſel-. 


dem attended to; but, when given wnaſked, 
there is moſt certainly the lets obligation 
to follow it. Your ladyſhip has flattered 


me hitherto, by paying the utmoſt defer- 
ence to mine. I ſhall ſoon be able to diſco- 


ver 


23 
ver whether it continues to be taken in the 
friendly part it is offer'd in; as your devia- 
tion from the rules I may wiſh to preſcribe, 
will be a ſure indication of its being un- 
welcome. I ſhall then deſiſt; and alt 
that will be left me, will be to deplore 
your too early initiation into a world, 
where, to eſcape unhurt, is almoſt a mi- 
racle, Your unſuſpecting nature, un- 
hackney'd in the ways of men, cannot 
have any conception of the arts and blan- 
diſhments they will uſe to gain a favo- 
rite point; but, when gain'd, the in- 
numerable inſtances that happen, render 
it needleſs for me to illuſtrate, how ſoon 
thrown aſide, and neglected. I do not 
mean to infer, that every man who may 
addreſs you, will do it with diſhonour- 
able intentions. Captivated by your vir- 
tues and accompliſhments, many there are 
who, no doubr, will addreis you upon 
honourable terms, in the common accep- 
tation of the word; that is, they will 
marry you; and while the novelty laſts, 

. they 
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they will keep up the farce of love. But 


ſoon, too ſoon, alas! will they drop the 


maſk, and you will find cold, frigid in- 


difference, ſubſtituted in place of the 
Slowing picture your imagination had 


drawn; and, by your own feelings, vain- 
1 . was he laſt for ever. 


Guard then your heart from the at- 
tacks of the herd of fops that flutter 


round you; they have not ſouls to un- 


derſtand the paſſion, they may affect, 


but can never feel. Do not let your eye 


miſlead your heart, nor give implicit 
credit to appearances ; they are too de- 


ceptious. But ſome there are, who, 


beyond diſpute, will do juſtice to your 


Merit. However, for the preſent, I will 
not enlarge farther upon the ſubject; to 
ijntend for the beſt is all that lies in our 

power; the event depends not on blind 


mortality, who cannot ſee beyond the 
preſent effect. Were we contented to 
rely on the ſuperior Power, who alone 
FG fit and the unfit, we ſhould eſcape 


3 30.6 >: Wony 
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many of the quick-ſands, to which, thro”. 
our own imprudence, we are ſo conti- 
nually liable. Forgive me, my dear 
Lady Lucy, theſe grave reflections, and 
believe a concern for your welfare could 
alone give riſe to them. In ten days 
time, perhaps, I ſhall have the ſatisfac- 
tion. of ſeeing, whether the knowledge 
| you have gained of the world, has yet 
®been able to efface thoſe natural charms 
which are above all others. My affairs 
will require my attendance in town ; but 
as Roſebury is ſo ſhort a diſtance, I pur- 
poſe being chiefly there, except when 
buſineſs calls; but wherever I am, I 
cannot give up my correſpondence with 
your Iadyſhip, for I fear your patience 
would not allow you to fit contentedly, 
and hear my antiquated declamations, tho* 
your goodneſs may induce you to dedi- 
cate a leiſure half-hour to read my let- 
ters. I cannot conclude without telling 
you, that ſince you left Belmont it has 
loſt all its wonted chearfulneſs. You 
8 Cc „„ 
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may believe what 1 ſay to you; ſince, 
after the ſentence I have paſs'd on flat- 
tery, it would be too bad to be guilty 
of it myſelf; and, in truth, I am, 


Your Ladyſhip's 


. | Moſt ſincere friend, 


lf * 


. 


WN. ARLINGTON, | 


811 


T- 


J 
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LET n 


SIR WM. ARLINGTON TO LORD STANMORE, 


Ir your lordſhip perſiſts in your deter- 


| mination of ſpending the winter at Paris, 


I believe, in ſpite of my diſinclination for 


| travelling, I muſt take a trip to you, as 


I never ſtood ſo infinitely in need of 
your advice and aſſiſtance. Surely, my 


lord, you are grown indifferent to the 


calls of friendſhip, or you could not 
have ſo long withſtood my repeated ſoli- 
Citations to return to your native coun- 
try; but, as they have proved ineffec- 
tual, my pen muſt acquaint you, and 
perhaps better acquaint you with the ſub- 
ject on which I.wiſh; your counſel, than 

b»aivaes ON | my 


* 


— 


my tongue; for I bluſh to diſcloſe the 


 theobjet of it is young enough to be my 
daughter. Senſible of the folly of a man b 
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cauſe that diſturbs my peace, as I fear ic 


is too evidently founded in my weak- 
"neſs, Alas ! my lord! notwithſtanding 
I apparently poſſeſs every worldly good, 
Jam miſerable ! Though I have, through 
life, invariably. endeavour'd to keep in 
view, that to © be good, is to be happy ;” 
J have lived to prove its fallacy, But I 
retract; for though my happineſs is em- 
bitter'd Here, I ſhall find it, I truſt, un- 
interrupted, where the © weary are at 
reſt.” Before I proceed, I muſt beſpeak 
your lordſhip's pity, and I muſt premiſe | 
that I cannot bear your ridicule, though rt 


J am perſuaded I am but too liable to it, d 
when I acknowledge an attachment to have ſe 
robbed me of my tranquillity, and that ] 
el 


of my years giving way to ſuch ſenſa- tr 
tions, I have left no means untried to] 4 
conquer chis unhappy predilection, tho . 
hitherto it has proved. unavailable. It de 
as $ already affected PAY and A am | 


N convinced, 
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convinced, unleſs ſome. favourable turn 
takes place, the perpetual uneaſineſs my 
mind endures will totally undermine it. 
1 have diſcloſed it to your lordſhip, 
hoping I may receive benefit from your 


advice; and to relieve my heart, in ſome + 


meaſure, of the load that oppreſſes it; 
for I have not only a paſſion to combat, 
but the idea of thoſe ſtinging reflections, 


which the world is ſo liberal in beſtow- 


ing on every unfortunate object who de- 


viates from the beaten path: but who- 


ever places their happineſs on its opinion, 
will paſs many reſtleſs days and ſleepleſs 
nights. Some reſpect is certainly due to 
reputation; it is impoſſible to avoid ſlan- 
der; we ſhould therefore endeavour to 


ſer? the many-tongued demon at defiance. 


could produce many arguments to this 
effect; but I have no idea of ſtriving, 
by fallacious reaſoning, and falſe ſophif- 
try, to juſtify thoſe actions, which muſt 
appear imprudent, if not improper. I would 


rather confeſs. my weakneſs, and ſeck to 


derive conſolation from the aidof friend- 
43 ſhip. 
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ſhip. Your lordſhip, however, will 
be impatient to know who is the ob- 
ject of my anxiety ; and your ſurpriſe 
will be great, when 1 inform you it 1s 
my waRD Lady Lucy. You have ſeen 
her, therefore on the ſubject of her per- 
_ ſonal accompliſhments I will be filent; 
but, believe me, the innate goodneſs of 
her heart, her unaffected manners, the 
virtues and graces of her mind, which 
I have been a daily witneſs to the pro- 
greſſion of, could alone have power to 


attract me. The light in which 1 ſtood 


as guardian, and chat which I took upon 
myſelf as  preceptor, in fome ſmall de- 
gree, (for the death of her father, and 


living in the country, made my aſſiſt. 


ance of uſe, and thankfully received by 
her mother ;) all concurred to render me 
doubly ſenſible to thoſe perſections, of 
which the ſuperficial obſerver could have 
no conception. a 
I watch'd the early dawning of ber eye; 
As men for day- break watel the eaſtern 
y.“ 


1 fond | 


8 
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4 found myſelf involved in a paſſion 
before I was aware of my danger; and, 


fully convinced of its impropriety, have 
ſtudiouſly endeavoured to conceal it with- 


in my own breaſt. She has ever ſhown 


for me a regard truly filial ; nor has ſhe, 
I am aſſured, the ſmalleſt idea that my 


ſentiments are other than thoſe a father 
would feel towards his daughter. She 
has ever paid the utmoſt deference to my 
precepts, and attention to myſelf. She 


is now with Lady Mary Foſter, where ſhe 
will ſpend the winter. I am preparing to 
follow her very ſhortly ; for, I will honeſt- 
1y own, I can no longer endure Belmont, 


which is for ever preſenting to my ima- 
gination ſome intereſting picture of her, 


who is but too frequently the ſubject of 
my thoughts. 


1 ſhall take up my abode chiefly at 
Roſebury, as the ſmallneſs of the diſtance 
will prevent the inconvenience that might 
ariſe from going backwards and forwards. 


The air of London altogether would be 


CG: << * too 
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too foggy for my conſtitution, which is 


now, more than ever, inclinable to the 


conſumptive. I ſhall ſet our in ten days; 
and let me beg your lordſhip will loſe 
no time in writing to me; let me have 


your opinion Gbreſekses. I am at a loſs 


how to act. Why ſhould I ſacrifice ſo 
much to the prejudice | deſpiſe ? Yet the 


apprehenſion of the world's cenſure is not 


+ the only barrier; her heart is yet un- 
touched; and ſhould it even continue fo, 
would ſhe view me in the light I with to 
appear in, without diſguſt? I cannot 
help anticipating the wrprine ſhe will be 


in at the diſcovery of my ſentiments. A 


reluctant conſtrained conſent, to me would 


not be ſatisfactory ; for the idea, that gra- 
titude, or intereſt, were the oe motives, 
would render me, ſtrange as it may ap- 


pear, ſtill more unhappy than I am. Her 
mother ſhall remain unacquainted with 
my intention, till I have ſpoken to her; 
for I will not owe my ſucceſs to perſua- 
fion, which the largeneſs of my fortune 
ent induce; neither will 1 make the 
* „ amiable 


8 
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1 girl unhappy, if I cannot make 


her happy. Our misfortunes are too fre- 
quently of our.own.ſeeking ; mine is in- 
voluntary: but it is the lot of mortals 
ever to have ſome darkening cloud to 
impede the beams of thappineſs we vain- 
ly flatter ourſelves with poſſeſſing un- 


imbitter'd. To every condition is annex- 
ed ſome draw-back to render its plea- 


ſures imperfect. 2 


Adieu, my lord; write to me imme- 


diarely ; and, if poſſible, relieve the diſ— 
wrels of, your mann fa J ſincere 8 


Friend and ſervant, 


WM. ARLINGTON. 
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3 1. ET: T ER VII. 


MISS GORDON TO LADY LUCY LESSINGHAMA. 


I FLArrER myſelf this letter will be 
doubly welcome to my beloved Lady 
wey, when ſhe receives it from the hands 
of Sir William. I have nothing material 
to write, yet I could not reſiſt ſo favour- 
able an opportunity of ſending you my 
beſt wiſhes. Indeed the ſituation I am in 


© Condemn'd to wholeſome plain work, 


And to croaking rooks; 
4 Dull aunts, old faſhion'd halls, and godly 
© books,” | 


admits of ſo little variety, a letter from 
me is not worth having. The pleaſures 
of a country life are calm, and tranquil ; 
but 
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but ſo inſipid, and invariably the ſame, 


they are ſcarce ever worth relating, and at 


this dreary ſeaſon cannot indeed be even. 
ſpoken of. It is from my Lucy I expect in- 
formation and amuſement ;. her animated 
deſcriptions of the nouvelle ſcenes ſhe 
will engage in, will chace away the dull 
hours of many a gloomy winter evening. 


We ſhall have great reaſon to regret Sir 


William's departure, for in him we ſhall 


loſe the ſenſible, the inſtruftive, and 
agreeable companion; and it is no in- 
conſiderable loſs in a ſtupid country vil- 


lage, where there is not the moſt diſtant 
poſſibility of repairing it, or even meet- 
ing with a tolerable ſubſtitute. As ta 
his ſiſter, poor Mrs. Eleanor, good ſoul, 


Jhe is only fit to be conſulted upon a con- 


teſted point in Mrs. Glaſs's Art of Cook- 
© ery,” or to give her opinion of the fla- 
vour of a glaſs of right Nantz; a ſubject 
ſhe is no leſs attach'd to. Surely they can 
never claim kindred with the appearance N 
probability; however, with a few failings, 


the is a worthy woman, and it is a pity | 


ſom 
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ſotne curate has never been able to diſ- 
cover her virtues, and take her © for bet- 
cc 9” h 
ter For worſe.” I imagine ſhe has 
given over all thought of the male ſex ; ö 
though it is a point that can never be 
determined with certainty; for was the 


dying embers might revive, and incline 
her * verify the old ſaying, © bet ter late, 


is Aſpteaſed at her Maria's raillery, when 
it points to our reſpected Sir William, fo 


dulgent to her follies. You are, I may. 
drawn him to town. He faid buſineſs 


lieve, his chief buſineſs was to watch 
over his ward, for fear ſome dear Adonis, 


without his leave, ſhould ſtep in and bear 
away the precious prize. The old gen- 
tleman certainly has the moſt unbounded 


affection for you; and I ſhould be half 
inclined to — he entertained a ten- 


 areſſe 


old lady briſkly attacked, perhaps the 


Kc. 1 fee my ſweet Lucy frowns, and 
near as in the perſon of his ſiſter ; he cer- 
tainly cannot be blind, though he is in- 
venture to affirm, the magnet, that has 


required his preſence there; but, I be- 
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; dreſe for your ladyſhip, were not the diſ- 

8 parity of years, and the friendſhip he pro- 

y feſſed for your father fo great. He is not 

; well, I hope with his ſpirits he will recover 
his health; it is paſt a doubt you took 
> them:with you when you went to town, 
J I was much diverted at the deſcription of 

. the metamorphoſis you have undergone, 

4 it could not be much for the better. The 
1 : people, however, whoſe province it is, 
may labour to embelliſh your external. 
> form with finery, but they can add 
1 nothing to your internal worth. Take care 

* then, my Lucy, they do not leſen, for 


they cannot augment it; particularly thoſe . 


. || you are caſt amongſt.—Your brother I 
cannot endure ; and Lady Mary, accord- 
I ing to my ideas, is not improved, though 


B her ladyſhip may think ſo, and of courſe 
contemn the opinion of a poor uninform- 
. ed ruſtic. With all the tenderneſs of my 
. affection, I am inclined to fear, their ſo- 


ciety, and that of their friends, will cauſe 


Ia change in your ladyſhip, and you will 
a not return to Belmont the ſame as you 
a N = 
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left it; but you are fortunate in being 


the peculiar care of heaven, who has raiſ- 
ed you up a guardian, and a guide, with 


every diſpoſition towards your welfare, 


and with the moſt enlarged abilities, Let 


me now deprecate my Lucy's anger, and 
reaſſure her I am conſtant in my viſits 


to her beloved parent, and conſtant in 
my prayers to aſk of heaven her * fafe 
cc ur, with all chat can improve her.” 


MARIA GORDON, 


7 008 a 
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| LADY LUCY LESSINGHAM TO MISS GORDON. 


| Hap your letter required. a paſſport, 
it could not have met with a more effec- 


tual one than Sir William; but, believe 
me, my dear Maria, my heart vibrates 


in uniſon with yours ; and there needs 


no other recommendation to render your 


letters welcome, than being yours. If I 


was delighted at ſeeing the worthy man, 
I was pained at the alteration too viſible 
in him, for he appears more than half in 
a decline, and ſo languid and ſpiritleſs. 
He arrived yeſterday about twelve, and, 


ſhameful to relate, the dejeune was not re- 


moved; 
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moved; for the firſt moments, however, 
our attention were wholly taken up with 
each other He informed me he intend- 
but did not believe it would 


ed coming, 
be ſo ſoon. When I ſaw the chaiſe ſtop at 
the door, I flew out to meet him; and, 


in an inſtant, found myſelf preſs'd to his. 
Without giving him time to 
- anſwer one, I aſk'd him fifty queſtions, 


boſom. 


Telative to my revered mother, my loved 
Maria, and all our friends at B. When 


our firſt emotions had a little ſubſided, 


he looked earneſtly at me, and aſked, 

"0 Whether London had anſwered my ex- 
pectations ? ? ] perceive,” 
material alteration. in your perſon, which, 

1 preſume, is in conformity to the faſhion, 

1 grant you 'my permiſſion for that, 
though,” continued he, I cannot flat- 
ter you by ſaying, your new mode of dreſs, 
and your altered hours (alluding to our 
late breakfaſt) have at all improved * 
Perhaps you may think it owing to my 
want of taſte, or diſcernment, dur! can- 
not compliment at the expence of my 
entf 


: added he, © a 
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er, MM fincerity ; and I hope, my amiable Lady 
th Lucy, however faſhionable you may think 
d- it neceſſary to affect being outwardly, 
ld your heart will ſtill acknowledge thoſe 
at old faſhioned principles which I ſhould 
d, grieve to have forgotten; you never 
To can ſubſtitute any that will be half as 
to good. Here he ceaſed ſpeaking. 'Tak- 


18, ing his hand and preſſing it to my 
ed lips, do me the juſtice to believe, my 
en dear Sir William, return'd J, you have 
d, not beſtow'd your time and attention to 
d, ſo little purpoſe, as that one ſhort month 
X can deſtroy what years have been effect- 
a ing. No! believe the precepts of her 
h, | guardian have made too indelible an im- 
n. preſſion on the mind of your Lucy to be 
5 ſo eaſily eraſed; but yet, as too many fall 
t⸗ from placing too great a confidence in 
S, their own ſtrength, let me hope you will 
Ir continue to me your revered advice, and 
A in that will I place-my ſecurity, with the 
y certainty of being proof againſt tempta- 
— tion. He ſeemed much affected; but 
y the entrance of Lady M, to beg he 


\S 


would take ſome refreſhment, prevented 
: his 
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his reply. He ſtaid dinner, but went 
ſoon after, as we were engaged out in the 
evening. They politely offered him an 
apartment in Berkeley-ſquare,but he choſe 
not to accept of it; ſaying, he ſhould be 


a great deal at Roſebury, and that he 
had already ordered his man to ſecure 
apartments for him at the hotel while he 
ſtaid in town. The different manner of 


living here to what he is accuſtom'd, 
was his chief reaſon, I ſuppoſe, his de- 


clining it. He took an opportunity be- 


fore he went, in the moſt delicate manner 


that can be conceived, to aſk me if I had 


made uſe of the rifle he took the liberty 


of ſending me on my departure from B.; 


ſaying, in the kindeſt manner, I muſt 


give him leave, during my reſidence here, 


to be my banker; that I could not upon 
every occaſion ſo readily apply to Lady 
B.; and as faſhion was rather more expen- 
ſive than ſimplicity, I muſt allow him to 


repleniſh my ſtock. Generous man! 


Surely there is a manner in conferring an 


obligation, which renders it doubly valu- 


able. 


M * * 


THE MODERN ROBIN GREY, 43 


able.“ Hail, ye ſmall ſweet courteſies of 


« life, for ſmooth do ye make the road of 
« jt! like grace and beauty join'd, which 
te beget inclination at firſt ſight ; 'tis ye 


e who open the door and let the ſtranger 


de jn.”—Excuſe, my Maria, this little di- 
greſſion, it ſeem'd ſo very a- propos, I could 
not help indulging myſelf. I thank'd 
him in a voice ſcarcely audible, and aſſur- 


ed him I ſtood in no need of his offer'd 
kindneſs, as I had not yet broke in upon 
the bounty he had already ſo delicately 
beſtowed. —And now let me continue my 


narrative of proceedings. 


My whole time 1s employ'd in ſceing, 


and being /zen, for each are of equal mo- 


ment, and appear to be the ſole end 


of faſhionable people's exiſtence. The 


opera is inchanting; and, to a ſoul de- 


voted to harmony, as mine is, there can- 
not be conceived ſo high a gratification. 


We are always attended by a ſucceſſion 
of beaux; Sir James Harril, in particu- 


lar, E conſtant in his attendance, and 


provokes 
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provokes me extremely by the great at- 


tention he affects to pay me; Lady Ma- 
ry and my brother ſeem to encourage him, 
thinking him, I ſuppoſe, an eligible 


match. If he ſhould make a ſerious de- 


Fe Eg | ba | : 
claration, ard I have ſome reaſon to 


imagine he will, I ſhall take the oppor- 
tunity of diſmiſſing him at once, for he 
is not a man I can ever feel the leaſt love 
or affection for. The other night at Al- 
mac's, I was agreeably ſurprized-at the 
ſight of Captain Beville, whom you mult 
remember to have ſeen at the aſſembly at 


C—, where his regiment was then 
quartered, and with whom I danced ; he 
immediately recognized me, and very 


politely paid his compliments, requeſt- 
ing, at the ſame time, the honor of my 


Wand for the evening; I vas already 


engaged to a Mr. Harley, therefore un- 
der the neceſſity of refuſing him, though 


to my very great regret. My partner 
was very mediocre, and the compariſon, 
which was too apparent in favour of Be- 


ville, rendered him quite odious, and' he 


=. had 
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3 had but little reaſon to boaſt of his ſuc- 


ceſs. Beville certainly muſt be allowed 


to poſſeſs thoſe external graces in an 
eminent degree, which cannot fail. of 
prepoſſeſſing every impartial beholder in 


his favour. In ſhort, he is maſter of 
every agremen to attract the eye and engage 


the heart; but, let me add, mine. is yet 
proof againſt them all. He paid me a 
thouſand compliments on the improve- 


ment London had made in thoſe charms, 
which, he added, before could ſcarce be 
equalled. O vanity! vanity! how delu- 
five, how unreal are thy faireſt pro- 
miſes, yet we-ſtill purſue the idle phan- 


tom, till we become convinced of its 


deluſions, to our mortification; it is ever 
buoyant, but only while kept within very 
preſcribed bounds, is it at all allowable. 
I have been to ſeveral routs, and at length 
have been prevailed on to join in the card 
parties. I was abſolutely unable to reſiſt 


ſo many united perſuaſions; and Lord 
B. told me ir would be quite ſavage to 
5 lit out always, for every body would. con+. 
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clude want of money alone was the cauſe 
ol my obſtinacy. Capt. Beville added his 
ſoft perſuaſive eloquence to his lordſhip's 
diſagreeable truths, ſo that I fat down at 
laſt to veng't-une ; it was at Lady Sand- 


ford's; the largeneſs of the ſtake really 


made me tremble, yet I determined, if 
I did play, to keep within bounds re- 
ſpecting that. Though only a learner, I 
came off a conſiderable winner; and my 


ſucceſs ſo elated me, that though my cool 


reflections reprobated the idea, yet as 
J won, I fancied I could no longer object 
playing as high as the reſt of the party: 
I hope the fickle goddeſs will prove fa- 
yourable to me, as it will nor ſuit my 


finances to loſe. I muſt- own, to enter 


with ſpirit into the game, cards become 
intereſting ; but at firſt J was prevailed 
on to ſet down, more to avoid the ap- 
pearance of fingularity, and to prevent 


Sir James teazing me, than from any plea» 


ſure I imagined-I ſhould receive. Sir 


William knows not of my being quite ſo 


tormiſh; neither would I, by any means, 


le wiſh - 
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wiſh he ſhould. Lord B. is grown of 
late very attentive to me, frequently pro- 


poſing pa.ues, and no longer mortifying : 


me with his humiliating ſpeeches. I 
ſuppoſe now he ſees I am ſomewhat ini- 
tiated in what is term'd du monde; he 


is no longer afraid of my diſgracing _ 


him; and, for the honour of his heart, 
though thickly incruſted with folly, I 
will hope he is not an intire ſtranger to 
fraternal ſenſations, He is a warm ad- 
vocate for Sir James, but *tis to no p̃ur- 
poſe; his aſſuming manners, and his 
effrontery, diſguſts me, and I let him ſee 
it does, by a ſtudied coldneſs on my part. 
Not ſo, the polite inſinuating Beville ; all 
manly, no ſeeming affectation, ſo much 
meaning and penetration in his face, ſo 
much gaiety and ſpirit, and ſo little of the 
monkey; differing widely from the ge- 
nerality of our Beaux, who appear mere 
over- grown ones; but I will not be too 
laviſh in ay encomiums, leſt you ſhould 
ſuſpect I am already too intereſted. 1 
. ſhall. 
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ſhall therefore conclude, with repeating 
to my Maria, the old ſtory, that 6.4 am 
her unalterable friend, 


LUCY LESSINGHAM. 
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the ruſt I contracted, and I am my 


own man again ; and, vanity apart, as 
handſome” a fellow as ever wore that 


all- attractive ornament in a female eye, 


called a cockade; and I hope they ſtill 


find iro; to the utter deſtruction of 
their poor little hearts. I met the 


other night with Lady Lucy Leſſing- 


ham; and as ſhe is handſome, and of 
ſome conſideration, I immediately re- 
collected her. She received my atten- 


tions Wich no ſmall degree of compla- 


cency. "1 fhewed you Harrill's letter, 


therefore you already! know he is much 


captivated with her, and indeed very 
near decoming one of Cupid's trueſt 
votaries; ſhe repays him, as uſual, with 
ſcorn and indifference, 1 verily be- 
lieve he is ſo far gone as to intend 
making ſerious propoſals. We have 


frequent diſputes on this ſaid paſſion. 


He ſeems to think ſupreme happi- 
neſs conſiſts in an immoderate devotion 


# + + + 


to one object. pf on the contrary, 
believe 
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believe it more likely to be found in 
general gallantry. I own the ladies 


have a right to our homage; and by a 


| thouſand little attentions we may en- 
deavour to gain heir Favour, but 


ought never to engage in ſerious at- 


tachments that interrupt our felicity, 


and make us neglect our duty and our 


fortune. A military hero ſhould have 
a new miſtreſs as often as he marches 


into a new town; he ſhould make love 
no more than an amuſement. A de- 
gree of it is, I confeſs, neceſſary for the 
attainment of that politeneſs peculiar 
to the converſation of accompliſhed 
women. They ſoften the ferocity of 
our natures, and, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, underſtand the refinement of 
manners and behaviour. But I will 
always maintain, the moſt dangerous 
thing in the world is that fooliſh in- 
toxication, which renders us incapable 
of every other purſuit than running 


after a beautiful doll. Perſons thus 
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infatuated, become a burthen. to their 
acquaintance as well a as to themſel ves; 
they renounce all the pleaſures of ſo- 
eiety; they ſigh, groan, and are always 
unhappy, often jealous and ill. humour- 
ed; and. the purchaſe of one happy mo- 
ment is frequently at the expence of a 
million of miſerable ones that precede 
and follow '; 


- 


| Acknowledging theſe enn 
Which I confeſs to be my real ones, 


mould not be the curſedeſt fool i in 


nature to run unwittingly 1 into a fire ? 
the heat of which, is ſo intolerable, it 
keeps the ſoul in a continual reſtleſs 
agitation. No, no, Iadmire Lady Lucy; 
but Sir James; may take her when 
he pleaſes, Jam not calculated for the 


life of ſhackles ; the only chains that 


can hold me in durance vile muft be 
gold. 1 deſpiſe roly fetters, and all. the 
Wie ſtuff appertaining thereto. For- 
tune has been a Tpitefyl Jade to me, 
. but 


5 


to philander with. For a. man no 


themſelves. . 


1 Harrill, 1 ſhould build great hopes 


has given it up. It is very like vil- 
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but I will never encumber myſelf with 
a-lady for life, without ſhe brings her 
weight in gold as an equivalent; even 


| then ſhe muſt not be toothleſs olck. 


dowager. . to tie OE. 05 


4 Mons nymph, ſweet liberty, 


% I pay my vows: 0 


Though T muſt diſguiſe my . 
or I ſhall get none of the pretty fools 


ſooner ſays a civil thing, than, one and 
alt, they form deſigns to nooſe him; 
though, in- the end, they only decerve 


Lady: Lucy has diſcovered a predi- 
lection for cards I did not expect; were 


thereon, without going quite fo far as 
the irrevocable ceremony; he once had 
ſuch an idea, though now I believe he 


lainy for a man premeditatedly to take 
advantage of the failings of a virtuous 
© ih es woman 
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woman to her dj/advantage; or, if 1. 


could compaſs the caſh, I might be in- 


clinable to try my ſucceſs. How dan- 
gerous then is it for a woman t to in- 


dulge ſo pernicious a foible! And with 
this ſage reflection I ſhall cloſe my let- 
ter. Tam, dear Os, yours, 


HENRY BEVILLE: x 
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| O atteſt my readineſs in complying: 


with every requeſt of my eſteemed 
friend, eſpecially where there is the 


hope of being ſerviceable, I loſe no- 


time in anſwering his letter. I ſhall» 
not comment on the /urprize the ſubjeit 
of it | occaſioned it is ſufficient; if he 
ſuffers, - to engage my pity, and com- 

mand my meſt ſtrenuous exertions to- 

wards his relief; would to heaven * 
E be effectual. 7 
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will be condemned by thoſe who have 
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You have deſired my unreſerved opi- 


nien, and I am too well acquainted 


with your goodufenle-to. fear I ſhall 


incur your diſpleaſure by giving it, 
fince true philanthropy Knows not the 
diſtinctioſ diffefefiter of ſentiments 


makes in a vulgar mind. Your ap- 
prehenſions of the cenſure of the world, 
ny denp Sir Willidin, 18 . fer, Böt 
too well grounded; and 1 grieve to 
find you devoted to a ridiculous paſ- 


ſion. The worth of the object I will 


net pretend to diſpute but, for v 

ſake; I could ready make ſome abare: 
ment in her, perfection, could i, by ſo 
doing, add to her years; The: opinion 
of the commonultyĩs generally diſre : 

garded, thought is often the trueſt 
criterion: of our actions, fince our pre- 
tended friends vſually accommodate 


themſelves to our wiſhes, and ſeldom 


telbus a diſagreeable truth; but reflect 


how univerſally ſo unequal an union, 


no 
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no ſelfiſſi views to, anſwer; z it wüll draw 
on you che contempt and ridieule of the. 
world, and expoſe your wife to the. li- 
centious attacks of every libertine.who. 
may. think her worth his attention. I 


mean not to depreciate the virtue of 
Lady Lucy, but, conſult your reaſons. 


my friend, and.it. will cell you nothing. 
can be more abſurd than the ridiculous. 


perſuaſionof raiſing a flame ãn the breaſt, 


of yauth from the aſhes of age. And 


though her ladyſhip regards you with 


the higheſt eſtcem, filial... affection 


differs widely i from the: paſſion you 
| would wiſh to inſpire.; you will find | 


it, a difficult taſk. to appear in the | 
character of an enamorato at fixty - 
without being contemptible; and 

after the reſpected light you have ſtood 


In it will be ſtill more arduous. Take 


my word for it you would never be 


happy though united to Lady Lucy. 


How mortifying would you find it, to 
be e edc pointed at as the aged 
= JS huſband .. 


58 DISINTERBSTED Tov; OR, | 

hnſband of your youthful wife, To 
the gay giddy multitude, the appear- 
ance of men in the decline of life is 
always unfavourable; it is not poſſible 
to form for them an immediate prepoſ- 
ſeſſion; that can only ariſe/from long 
habit, and a thorough knowledge of 
their internal merit; and few women, 
in my opinion, would be comfortable- 
while ſubject to the reflection, that if 
they had poſſeſſed either ſincerity or 
honour, they, never would have con- 
ſented<to ſuch an union; and of courſe 
that they only married to deceive. 
You would, therefore, be mutually 
unhappy ; for it is ever the cuſtom of 
the cenſorious to err on the e vnfavour- 
able ſide, and thence it too often hap- 


pens that circumſtances, - viewed ithro?. 


a falſe medium rather than their true 


tight, are often condemned, where, 


perhaps, if properly conſidered, they 
6 deſerve ſome 2 of praiſe. 


1 think 
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I think, I have endeavavred.ta poiat tf 
out every inconvenience... melt likely 
to enſue, without reſerve; and as I 
have applied the-ſcourges it is buff: 
I ſhould next pour in the healings? 
balm, and deduce, if poſſible, — 


| conſolation for. my friend. 


You wal already had time for ſeri- 
ous reflection, ere you come to the 
determination of revealing your ſen- 
timents to her ladyſhip. If you find it 
abſolutely impoſſible to overcome this 
unfortunate prepoſſeſſion, the ſooner 
you enter on the affair the better ; 
as you can want no farther acquain- 
tance with the ſentiments of her 
mind. If ſhe becomes yours, I will 
hope her principles will ſecure her 
virtue, and her gratitude will enſure 
your comfort. 


* R 


Jou will excuſe the apparent ſe- 


verity of ſome of my expreſſions, be- 
lieving 
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lieving that frie friendſhip alone coul . 
dutè me to uſe them > 1710 
1 en HUE 3 IV 91 fon 1 , 8 9* 
Tam, dear Sir William, yours moſt ' 
faithfully, ent 21 es ar ee 1 1 
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Le Dove every Wa W to o my 
Maria, and ſhall eſteem myſelf. ſuffici- 
ently repaid, if I can prove, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, entertaining. But you 
muſt remember it is the recital of a 


weak Mortal, and, therefore, to her 


conduct and her faults, F be blind from, . 
friendſhip, and - conſiderate from cha- 


rity. It is become neceſlary for, me 
to.;beſpeak your confideration,z, odor 
alas! my imprudence has laid me but 


too 9 Henle to your cenſure; but I, will,, 
_w 


| 


[ 
[ 
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open my whole heart to you, and ſeek | 
not to extenuate * _ 


"RAY have I too 83 reaſon to 
regret my yielding to the ſolicitations 
of thoſe who were not my friends to 
become a card- player. As I have 
7 heretofore rold you, when firſt I ſat 
down I was totally indifferent about it; 


but it got hold of me before | was 


aware, and liking took place of indif- 
ference. The run of ill-luck which I _ 
have had, only ſerved to make me more. 
eager. - I nearly became as intereſted, 
and almoſt as avaricious, . that 1 
een with. As 
We bad A party- ory ws „ 
and I was ſtript of almoſt all my 
money my purſe being ſoon emptied, 
] was obliged to have recourſe to 
the note given me by Sir William. 
Alas the fight of it brought remorſe 
| 2 * and when 1 preſented it 
| to 


— pas 22 „ amy 


— 
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ta the Lady Sandford, who had been 
the winner, my whole frame was, ſo; 
agitated, I could ſcarce hold my hand 
ſteady ; the whole /et, however, were 
too deeply engaged to pay any atten- 
tion to me, except Sir James Harrill, 
who ſaw and attributed my emotions 
to ill- luck. He was laviſſ in the of- 
fers of his purſe; you may be certain 
I was as poſitive in my refuſal. I de- 
termined not to run in debt, and it 
would have been ſcandalous to have 
borrowed of ſtrangers while under my 
ſiſter's roof; though, I believe, her 
ladyſhip has as much occaſion for, and 
is as little willing to part with, her 
money, as any one can be. Mr. Foſter 
would, 1 dare ſay, lend his aſſiſtance, 
were | to requeſt it, but I cannot bear 
the idea of being under pecuniary obli- 
gations to this family. The worthy 
Sir William! ſhame and confuſion- 
will never ſuffer me to apply to; and 
—_ I ſhall ſoon be of age, and may 
receive 
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receive my fortune, yet what can I 
expect if I continue; lender as it 18; to 
e thus ech bluos 1 borgitgs 

$7 William Mas has Fel g 
patty, for ſo it proved to me, but ſoon; 
left us, though ot Lefore I was ſeated, at 


a. gard-table. I fancied he regarded, 


- o® 5 
me wich ſuch ſerutinizing excs, | hard- 
Iz dared to lift up me leſt they ſhould : 
encounter: bs, The evening conclud-.; 


egowark my having leſt everything I. 


poſſeſſed. i! paſſed a ſleepleſs night, 


Lad: aroſe Tinh the full determimtion- 


never again to be Sully of the like. 
imprudence. 8q C iin 51191 

1511004. NY : | 5 

As I was firing We in my 956 
1 — the next. morning, wholly 
abſorbed in my own unpleaſant refſec- 
tions, in came Lord B—, pale, diſ- 
ordered, and een worſe than myſelf. 
I enquired eagerly; the; cauſe, of his ap- 
parent diſtreſs, he made me no anſwer 

0 for 
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for ſome time, but continued walking: 
upl and down the room, his arms. fold. 
ed} and ſeemingh in great agitationi; 
a;-length flinging himſelf into acchair, 

Curſed infatuation, damaed luck, that 
ever purſues me, ſaid he; you, Lucy, 

may form ſome judgment of what I feel, 
as yo Were, if I miſtake not, deviliſn- 


ly. taten in yourſelf laſt night. Ion, 


replied Jz;iyour Jordſhip's conjectures 
are; but tac well founded; but I hope 


to repair my fault, by a. ſtrict obſer- 


vance of the reſolution I before had 
not ſtability: ſufficient to keep. Lou 
are a fobl then for your pains, ſaid he, 


it tis but a mere trifle you make ſueh a 


rout about, and may eaſily be repaired, 


as you havernothing to. do, but to ap- 
ply, to old Square-toes ;; but I have no 


way left to extricate myſelf ; I am ru-- 
ined. There is but one alternative, 


cried he, ſtriking his forehead, and 
that is dreadful indeed. Terrified at 
his manner, and at the ſhocking hints. 


he 


2 — — — — — * nw aan}, 
* 1 


© <a 


e 


66 DISINTERESTED' LOVE3 on, 

he had given, I conjured him to calm 
his ſpirits, and ſaid every thing I could 
think of likely to have that effect. It 


is to no purpoſe, ſaid he, your talking, 


Lucy; if you wiſn to preſerve me you 


may, it is in your power to relieve my 
difficulties. O! name in what I can 


be ſerviceable to your lordſhip, cried I, 
and never doubt my readineſs. You -: 
are a good girl, Lucy, ſaid he, but 1 


fear what l have to propoſe will be very 


diſagreeable to you; it will be need- 
Teſs to ſay I have loſt conſiderably, and 
there are two thouſand pounds which 
muſt. be paid to-morrow, or I ſhall” 
never be able to appear again in 
public; it is a debt of honour, and 
there is no evading it. You know, 
continued he, the regard Sir James 
has for you; he is acquainted with the 
ſum I am ſo much diſtreſſed for; he 


will undertake tq raiſe it for me, if 1 


can promiſe him a favourable recep- 
tion — a ſubject ou may caſily 
1 * | gueſs, 


mm YET ↄ˙ T . [> ee Oe a. aca 


. 


1 
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WP If hat, my lord, ſaid I, is the 
way Jam to aſſiſt you, you were right 
in your apprehenſions of its being diſ- 
agreeable, as I never can conſent to; 
ſacrifice my peace for ever, which I 
moſt certainly ſhould, by a connection 
with a man I never can like. Since 
then, returned his lordſhip, you are ſo 


much averſe to that meaſure, there is 


another which will do as well; and 
which, if % will promiſe to comply 
with, I engage never to urge you on; 
the ſubje& of Harrill ; only, as I gave 
him my word to obtain an audience 

for him, I muſt deſire you will juſt hear 

what he has to ſay, and you can then 
_ diſmiſs him at once, Glad to be rid 
of his importunity at any. rate, I pro- 
miſed to comply with the other pro- 
poſal, if it was any way poſſi ble. 


After a great deal of circumlocu- 
tion, he told me it was to beg I would 
ſign a deed of ſecurity for two thouſand: 


pounds, 


1 
11 * 
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pounds, as a (gentleman 6f his acquain- 
tance! would lend: him the money if I 
would ſign a bond for the payment of 
it; for; as I was juſt of age, he ſhould” 
not fear the riſæ. I was aſtoniſhed, 
and afked him how he could think of 
ſachia thing? And that I could by no 
means conſent to do it without previ- 
ouſly conſulting Sir William; but he 
endeavoured,” by every argument he 
could think of, to induce my compli- 
antee; declaring it was only a matter 
of form, that I might be aſſured 7 
ſhould never have any trouble or in- 
convenience from it, and entreated I 
would not acquaint Sir William at all” 
with the affair, as he was- the laſt per- 
ſon he would wiſh to know it. And 
added, if I would not comply he muſt 
be under the neceſſity of: mortgaging. 
Belmont, which. would be a very great 
difgrace, and give him a great deal of 
pain on account of che uneaſineſs it 
would occaſion my. mother, were ſhe. 
43280 | | to 


bis appearance, a 
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70 be made acquainzed with fit and - 
Beville, continued he, is ſo preſſing for 


the ſhare I, am indebted .o himsy that 


it is 1apoſſible for me to appear with 


out. can pay the mpneꝝ. Unable to 
bear the mortifying cirxgumſtances he 


mentioned, I reluctantly .complieds 
and the gentleman, who. I; doubt, not had 


been previouſly engaged, preſently made 
with a trembling 


hand, 1 ſigned the aper. Never did 
I. ſee any one whoſe looks ſerved more 


to belie the perverted appellation of 


gentleman ; he certainly was a Jew 
money- lender. 33 lordſhip. never 
left me for a moment till the buſineſs 
was concluded, fearing, 1 ſuppoſe, 1 | 
ſhould. Sheds, | 


$575 els bY 


Lady Me 3 4 HAR ſome 3 was 


concerned in it, though ſhe affeFed not 
te know any-thing of the matter. 
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1 had not much reaſon to boaſt of 
his brotherly affect ion, ſince it is a 
but too evident intereſt alone was the 
reaſon of the change in his behaviour; 
however, I hope I need not doubt his 
honour, for ſurely he would not ſeek 
to deprive his ſiſter of the ſmall {ag 
tance/ſhe _ to depend on. 


Shall 1 den that the fear of a | 
mortgage, and Beville's being a party | 
concerned, were the principal induce- ö 
ments for me to comply. I could not | 
bear the world ſhould know the po- | 
verty of the family; and particularly g 

Beville, whom I flatter myſelf, from ” 
the uncommon attention he pays me, 
will become ſeriouſly attached; ſure I 
can read his approburin 1 in his ſpeak- 
ing eyes. 


After what I have juſt written, it 
would be abſurd to deny that he has 
made an impreſſion on my too ſuſcep- 
tible 
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tible heart. His fortune is very cir- 


cumſcribed, but if he can Overlook 


the ſmallneſs of mine, that with me 


would be no objection. Convinced as 


Jam, that a very moderate compe- 
tence with the man of one's choice, is 


infinitely-preferable to riches without 
happineſs. Sweet is the union between 
two young perſons of ſuſceptible minds, 
unſwayed by intereſt, and unembitter- 
ed by the diſappointments and anxious 
cares of love: all is happineſs and 


pleaſing expectation, the way is ſtrewed 
with roſes, and not a thorn conceals 


itſelf to wound the unſuſpicious under 
the fair diſguiſe. O] may I find it ſo. 
If Beville loves, every other conſidera- 
tion will be loſt in the ſweet delirium. 
At preſent my mind is 1nfinitely har- 
raſſed; the deceptious part I have been 
guilty of towards Sir William, ſerves 


not a little to encreaſe it. He could 
not but perceive the cloud which has 
of late ſpread itſelf over my brow; and, 


In 
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72 
im the moſt ſoothing atcents, intreated 
1 eto have no: reſerve to him, to con- 
1 ider him as my Mentor, and unboſom 


muy ſelf without reſerve upon every o- 
1. caſion that required counſel or aſſiſt- 
* ance or was, however, obliged to tell 


*him:the alteration of hours, believed, 
affected my health, as there wasnoother 
cauſe. _ He ſhook his head in ſeeming 
diſbelief. He cannot, however, enter- 
tan an idea of my. imprudence. He 
is now at Roſebury, his health being 
too indifferent to permit his longer 
ſtay in town. Muſt 1 own, I no longer 
ſee him with the accuſtpmed pleaſure; 
ſenſible as I am that I. do nqt deſerve 
his kindneſs, it ſeems to reproachime 
for my duplicity. Pity, my Maria, 
your. cee but weverkhs laßt afferr 
tionate, 46055 81 51181 


ver LESSINGHAM. 
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I. ET E 2M 


SIR WILLIAM ARLINGTON TO LADY 
LUCY LESSIN CHAM. 


[ SovrD be unworthy the character 


I wiſh to maintain, if my pen was to 
lie dormant, while I am ſenſible of the 
unhappy predilection your ladyſhip has 


| diſcovered for gaming. Start not at 
the ſound, but the obſervations I made 


on your agitation, on Thurſday even- 


Ing, too fully convince me of the 


unpleaſing truth. The viſible dejec- 
tion of ſpirits you labour under, which, 
notwithſtanding your endeavours to 

Vorl. E = - 


'» 
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hide, will not be hid from the pene- 
trating eyes of friendſhip, ſerves like- 
wiſe to convince me you have been 
unſucceſsful. Play, under proper re- 
ſtrictions, which, however, in this po- 
lite age can never take place, may not 
be altogether fo prejudicial. to the 
morals of thoſe who engage in it for 
zrifling ſums, Your ladyſnip has not 
found it always practicable to follow 
your own inclinations; as, in the firſt 
inſtance, I flatter myſelf you were 
perſuaded to play againſt your inclina- 
tions; and, in the fecond, for a much 
larger ſtake than your diſcretion would 

have dictated. joy 
that ſparkled in your eye when ſucceſs 
crowned your endeavours, and the 
chagrin painted on every feature upon 
a reverſe of fortune, plainly indicated 
you were not commonly intereſted in the 
game. You being a party ſo deeply 
concerned, could not diſcover the ſame 
appearance of joy and triumph in the 


» coun- 
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countenances of thoſe you played with; 


nor, had you made the obſervation, 


would you have gueſſed the cauſe, It 
has been ſaid, by thoſe who will ſay 


any thing to carry on an argument 
which cannot be ſupported by reaſon, 
that cards prevent company from fall- 


ing into topics of ſcandal. It is a 


ſcandal to human nature that it ſnould 


want ſuch a reſource from ſo hateful 


and fo deteſted a vice; but be it fo, it 


can only be while the ſum played for 


is of roo trifling a concern to excite the 


anxiety which avaricious minds experi- 


ence; and every one is more or leſs ava- 


ricious, who give up their time to cards. 
Whatever is licentious in men, be- 
comes ſo in a tenfold degree in your 
ſex : the paſſionate exclamation, the 


half-uttered imprecation, and the 


gloomy pallidneſs of the loſing game- 
ſter, ill accords with female delicacy. 
But the evil does not reſt here; when 
a woman has been unwarily drawn in 

E 2 ; to 


4 
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to loſe larger ſums than her allowance. 
can Dias, how are they to be diſ- 
charged? Alas! there is only one way, 
and her honour too frequently falls a 
ſacrifice to her extravagant folly; 
leaſt, ſhe is always ſuſpected. To you, 
my lady, I truſt I need make no com- 
ment, nor urge any thing farther to 
deter you from ſo pernicious a practice 
as gaming. - Suſpect thoſe who would 
induce you to play; and) remember, 
acquieſcence in matters which are hurt- 

ful, both to our principles and conſti- 
tution, is a weakneſs ; for obedience 
to the will of thoſe who ſeek to ſeduce. 
us from the right road, is not a vir- 
tue, but a reprehenſible participation 
of our leader's faults. 


I have encloſed a Bill to prevent any 
inconvenience. that may have ariſen 
from your foible; and now, let me 
hope, if there is any other cauſe to in- 


terrupt your tranquillity, you will no 
7 longer 
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longer with-hold the communication 


of it from a guardian, who 1s not only 
diſpoſed to contribute all in his power 


towards removing it, but will prove to 


you a pitying friend rather than an 


auſtere judge. Fear not then, my dear 
Lady Lucy, to repoſe a confidence in 
me. Would you not, if afflicted with 
any bodily complaint, ſend for a phy- 
ſician of whoſe ſkill you had an opi- 


nion? But could he apply the proper 


remedies unleſs you deſcribed to him 


the ſymptoms of that complaint ? 


Tour ſenſibility will draw che infer- 


ence; and let me entreat you not to 


ſuffer idle ſcruples to interfere with 
your happineſs. Has love already 
made an intereſt in your ladyſhip's 
boſom? Or do you find, that ſmooth 
and inviting as are the promiſes of 


pleaſure to a youthful imagination, 


they are deceitful ?, Alas! my lady, 
ſmiling and beautiful is her counte- 
23 nance, 
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nance, but at length it 01/l change to | 
haggard looks _ diſguſting defor- 


mity. 


6 Confide not in the Hattering ſnare 
% Which pleaſure ſpreads to lure thee to hey 
- gate; 
In her ſoft court conceal'd, oe want and 
„ 
« And keen remorſe, await.” 


E Y 


6 


Too often does her flowery paths at- 
tract our attention, and captivate our 
ſenſes; but, on a nearer approach, we 
find the roſes fade, the joyous day is at 
an end, and inſtead of arriving at that 
happineſs we vainly imagined, we find 
ourſelves bewildered and forlorn amidft 
inextricable mazes. And 


What is there here to fill theſe vaſt defires ? 
Should fancy al} her dazzling ſcenes diſplay, 
« Our wiſhes unconfin'd would wander ſtill. 1 


I ſhall continue this week at Roſe- 
bury, and hope to be favoured with a 
letter from my amiable ward; as, 


perh aps, 


. 
a 
1 
t 


7 
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perhaps, it will leſs hurt her delicacy to 
diſcloſe her uneaſineſs (ſhould ſhe la- 
bour under any) by writing than in 
any other mode. 


Adieu, my dear Lady Lucy, may I 


ever be enabled to give you good 


counſel, and may you be diſpoſed to 
follow it. I can only defign it benefi- 


eial, you may make it ſo. 


W. ARLINGTON, 


— 


MF 
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LETTER n. 


' LADY LUCY LESSINGHAM TO SIR, 


4 
/ 


WILLIAM ARLINGTON, 


. » =" 
8 , 


Ir is happy for me, if my actions 

have hitherto ſtood ſo much in my fa- 
vour, as to make any return for the 
obligations I am unable to expreſs ; 

believe me, my heart overflows with a 
grateful ſenſe of the unmerited benefits. 
I have only to regret, I did not, on 
every occaſion, have recourſe to my 
honoured guardian, rather than follow 
the dictates of my own inexperience, 


or the petſuaſions of folly ; but, as a 
imall 


\ 
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ſal] atonement, I will no longer hide 
from him my anxiety. Juſtly am I 


ſubject to his difpleaſure; I have 


wronged the moſt generous of men, 


by diſtruſting the benevolence of his. 


heart ; I have turned away, regardleſs. 
of his gentle admonitions, and brought. 
difficulties on myſelf, by acting, 


without. his aid and counſel. The 


guardian of my childhood, the guide 


of my inexperienced youth; he has 
been more than a father to me, and. 


never was tryuſt diſcharged with greater 


tenderneſs and fidelity. While I was. 
entering into the world, under his con- 
duct and protection, I have repaid him 


with neglect. 


« Vet Pl Ibo 


« My fault is paſt; but oh! what form e 


« Can ſerve my turn ! t'obtain his pardon.” 


Believe me, my dear Sir William, 


ere your letter came, I had. abjured. . 
thoſe deteſted bits of painted paper 


8 | which: 


2 — 
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which had cauſed me 0 much uneaſi- 
neſs; determined no longer to be bi- 
aſſed by the opinion of thoſe had but 


too much reaſon to deſpiſe. No! let 


me be ſingular; let me be unpolite ; ; 
let me be unfaſbionabiy good, if I can 


but keep my peace, and juſtify my 
. own conſcience; let me inviolably 
obſerve the rules of truth and juſtice; 
and let my heart be open to the inſpec- 
tion of my revered monitor. It ſhall 


be laid bare to his view, nor will I ſeek 
to extenuate my faults ; but let my 
youth plead for the one, my affection 
for the other, and may my forrow and 


contrition expiate 2045. 


Perſuaded into an at that my judg- 
ment condemned, it has lain heavy at 
my heart; but if 1 was unable to reſiſt 
the perſuaſions of ſtrangers to ſit down 
to a card- table, how could I withſtand 
the earneſt entreaties of Lord B 
to fave him, as he ſaid, from ruin 5 
fraternal 


a 1 
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fraternal affection forbade my refuſal... 
The horrid thought of being inſtru- 
f mental to his deſtruction, to his ruſn- 
ing into. the preſence of his Maker 
« with all his imperfections on his: 
head, 4 overcame every. leſſer conſider- 
ation, and I was induced to become: 
ſecurity for him for two- thouſand) 

pounds, as on that condition he could 
procure it. He has promiſed, moſt ſe- 
riouſly, that I ſhall never be called: 
upon for the payment of it; he was. 
deeply involved, and at the time knew 
no way to extricate himſelf, as his cre- 
ditors were inſiſting on immediate pay- 
ment; and he ed it of me, to avoid 
the diſgrace and painful reffections a: 
mortgage on Belmont muſt. occaſion, 
which would have been. the unavoid- 
able conſequence of my. refuſal; and he: 
particularly requeſted vo. might not be: 
acquainted with the affair, as the ſelf- 
conviction he endured was ſufhcient, 


without the reproofs he but roo juſtly 
5 merited. 
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merited. Thus, my dear Sir William, 
T have, at your command, laid before 
you all my troubles ; truſting to your 
benevolence for that pardon which, 
like the Almighty Father of mercies, 

1 you will grant to at ſorrowing pe- 
znnitent. 


« Hail holy virtue! Come thou heavenly gueſt! 
«© Come fix thy pleaſing empire in my breaſt ! 
I Il tread thy paths, and by thy union riſe, 
<< Daring to emulate the good and wiſe.” 


Excuſe, my dear fir, this apoſtrophe 1 
and believe that I am, with the ſin- 
cereſt reſpect and eſteem, 


Your ever obliged, 


. 
[ 5 


LUCY LESSINGHAM. 


vl 


Ry TIT 1 * * q * 
: * N 
22 - 4 N * a - 1 
> 7 * p, r 1 > 
4 _ - * eos Ju - £ 


* 2 LC 2 \ , KS wot 
y t 2 Lo = AY 3 r 1 "7 
= \ Sts x ME wt 197 x yi. rt of 4” Hh, - = — s = «<A „ wo * = = . * 
PP WO, OS rt u e ILY 8 22 Fa. . : . EIS _ , 
5 * * 2 — 2 1 — — * 722 © As. 3,900 aut LD —J_—_ 8 2— A * n 2 
: 5 — * — — > 1 «an — — — a . 3% 12 — bs — = — rer 
4 3 * — 5 — 1 — N — — A ch — _ 
l * * 1 i mY bd " 9 * per * => — — ro 1 . ee eee eo — us * — by a9 roo eh me 
NF K-2 1 © Ss SH * %% %, "Yo 5 ec N - Bn bt , N 8 p N a P 
= * pu 
I 
* oy 
* 


— 
— = I 8 E. 
— 


2 
3 
* * 


MN fe 
y n bs 
* * ba 1 


* * 


1 
5 — 
. K r * 
2 + - * 
— — 
ry 7 


= . 
7 


LETTER XIV. 


LADY LUCY LESSINGHAM TO MISS 
D 50 GORDON. 


1 Know not, my deareſt Maria, how: 
It is, but I cannot help thinking that - 
we are not formed to taſte happineſs in 
this world; at leaſt thoſe who are of a. 
reflective turn. We find a.chaſm, an 
aching void in the midſt of our gayeſt 
purſuits; and thoſe amuſements we 
- purſue with the greateſt avidity, ſeldom 
or never anſwer our high-raiſed expec- 
tations, I am led into theſe reflec- 
tions by my own ſituation, It is im- 
| poſſible 
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poſſible to deſcribe the joy and plea- 


ſure with which I anticipated my 
Journey to town; and the go#l7 that I 
entered into every pleaſurable ſcheme 


with, plainly evinced London to be the 
dear theatre where L expected to find 


my happineſs. I will not ſay I have 


been wholly diſappointed; but I find 
nat the felicity I concluded to be fo 


certain. My folly, however, I muſt 


own, was the firſt interruption to it; 
for, had I not been prevailed on to 
Play, had ſpared myſelf infinite regret... 
And, ſhameful to relate, though every 


thing loudly demanded my relinquiſh- 
ing cards, I could not do it without 
being ſenſibly mortified ; even now, 
when ! ſtand near a card-table, I feel 
ſome difficulty to ſuppreſs the inclina- 
tion I ſtill feel for them; but I will 


adhere to my reſolution; I will not 


abuſe the kindneſs of Sir William; by 


warned 'mepf. Thank heaven! he is 
: 3 


THE MODERN ROBIN GREY. 87 


now acquainted with the affair of Lord 


B-—_. I could not ſummons cou- 


rage to tell him, but I wrote. 1 will 


not repay his goodneſs with ingrati- 
tude: how kindly did. he write, en- 
cloſing a bank mote for an hundred 
pounds, leſt my folly ſhould have 
brought with it its ua concomitant 
diftreſs; J have not ſeen him fince, bur 
I *truſt 1 have nothing to fear. My 


mind is, in ſome meaſure, rid of the 


intolerable weight that preſſed it ſo 
heavily ; and, though I am quite in a 
moralizing ſtrain, I feel much happier 


than when 1 laſt wrote. Yet 1 am half | 


ready ſometimes to exclaim,” 


Hence vain 1 Joys! 
“The brood of folly, without father heed. 2» 


1 muſt, however, alter my ſtyle, and 
aſſume a ſprightlier theme, or you will 
be apt to conclude ſome diſappointment 
has occaſioned theſe unuſual grave 
alrs 3 but not ſo, my dear, I have 
: gained 
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— 8 


gained a lover rather than loſt an ad- 
mirer. Sir James has taken an op- 5 
portunity to make a formal declara- 
tion. Lady Mary, I believe, purpoſely | 
abſented herſelf. He is ſo truly diſ- | 
agreeable in my eyes, J had hardly pa- | 
tience to hear his fine harangue, When 
he pauſed to take breath, I ſeized the 7 
moment to tell him, I was. much in- 1 4 


debted to him for the diſtinguiſhed; 
compliment he had paid me, but muſt 8 
ſay he would add infinitely to the ob- 1 
ligation by never again mentioning the 
ſubject; though I reſpected him as an. 4 


acquaintance, I muſt take the liberty 
of telling him, I did not fee] it in my 
power to have that eſteem for him ſo 
neceſſary; in my eſtimation, to render 
the married life at all happy. He was 
apparently chagrined, and continued 


the haughty turn of his features, that. 
his filence aroſe more from pique than. 


love. 1 ſuppoſe he hardly expected, 
ſuch 


| 
J 
\ 
C 
1 
ſilent; but I think 1 could perceive in- 
5 
C 
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ſuch a flat denial, conſidering my flen- 


der expectations, though he could not 
but ſee his attentions were not pleaſing. 


At length: Your ladyſhip, ſaid he, is 


rather precipitate in your refuſal; you 


give yourſelf no time to confider the 


ſubje&.” © Tho' I may not have con- 


| ſidered it particularly, Sir James, re- 


turned I, interrupting him, I have con- 


ſidered it generally, ſufficient to con- 


vince me I can never be happy in an 
union with a man I cannot love.“ * Is 


it then ſo totally impoſſible,” cried he, 


© for you, my dear Lady Lucy, to be- 


ſtow the leaſt regard on me? Am I 


then a wretch entirely beneath your 


notice? Believe me, my angel, my 


whole life ſhall be devoted to the ſtudy 
of making you happy. Oh! let me 
read in thoſe ſweet averted eyes that 
you pity me: on my knees | implore 


your pity, only ſay you will conſider 


of it; meantime, permit me to make 


known my wiſhes to your brother, to 


Lady 
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PR 


Lady — : let me cndeavour to . 


i; 2ſt.“ 


Aware of his art 


in mentioning them, I inſtantly re- 


turned, © It is Sir 
revered mother 0 


plied to. 


William and my 
72 who are to be ap- 
You muſt evcuſe me, Sir 
James, but you may ſpare yourſelf the 
unneceſſa y trouble of making applica- 


tion for ;22ir content, as you will never 


obtain me 


They have too great a 
regard for my peace to wiſh to uſe an 


undue influence on ſo ſerious a ſubject; 


and, as the preſent converſation is very 


unpleaſant to me, you muſt pardon my 
wiſhing you good morning.” 1:im- 


mediately quitted the room, 
ſtanding his endeavours to d 


—— 


etain me, 


and Icft him to keep company with 


bimſelf. 


I acquainted Lady Mary on her re- 
turn with what had paſſed, and ſhe 


blamed me exceſſively for refuling ſo 


advantageous, ſo lucrative an offer; 


a 
— — 
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prefering eaſy circumſtances to happi- 
neſs, ſhe could ſee no obſtacle to im- 
pede our union. But as I ſaw a great 
many, 1 contin ned ſteady 1 in my « deter- 


mination. Fe or 


is not wealth, *tis not birth, 
Can value to the ſoul convey; 


«© Minds poſloſs ſuperior worth, 


« Which chance nor gives nor takes WAR | 
Like the ſun true merit ſhows, 

% By nature warm, by nature bright; 
„ With inbred flames he nobly glows, | 
& Nor needs the aid of borrow'd light.“ 


N 


I knew Sir William, from __ 


would countenance my refuſal, I there- 


fore was immoveably fixed, proof 


againſt all the glittering toys with: 


which they in vain ſought to dazzle my 


underſtanding, and ſhake my reſolu- 
tion. 


I am afraid my Maria will not give 


me all the credit I deſerve on the oe- 


caſion, a as ſhe will be inclined to be- 


lieve 


& 
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lieve a certain prepoſſeſſion 1n favour 


of another was the real cauſe of my 


diſintereſted conduct. I will allow it 
might have me influence; but was 


my heart totally anoccupied, it could 
never acknowledge Sir James for its 
lord. I am at a loſs what conjectures 
whole tenor 
of his conduct ſpeaks that he regards 
me with more than common attention; 
and way ſhould he be fo aſiiduous to 


Pleaſe unleſs he loves? But, alas! we 


are ever 700 ready in believing what we 
with, He ſeems to avoid an open de- 


claration, yet the © dial points though 


it ſpeaks not;” for upon my rallying 
him the other day about Miſs Con- 
way (Lady Mellville's niece) who, it 


15 reported, entertains a penchant. for 


him, and ſaying, © Captain Beville, 


why do you let the fair nymph ſigh in 
vain ; ſhe is not only eſteemed * 


ſome, but is miſtreſs of a large inde- 
pendent fortune ; ; a Circumſtance few 
1 gentle- 


an 
Ly 
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gentlemen ever overlook ?” He ſighed, 


and preſſing my hand, ee Oh! Lady 


Lucy, ſaid he, 


To the ſun's morning ſplendour 
The poor Indian bows; | 

« But dare not worſhip 
Where I pay my vows.” 


I was confuſed beyond meaſure, and } 
trembled like an aſpin leaf; he ſpoke 


in a low voice, and Lady Mary was 
talking earneſtly to Lady Mellville, fo 


that it paſſed unheeded ; - but I could 
ſcarce recover myſelf the whole even- 
ing. He muſt obterve my emotion, 
and what can. he fear; at leaſt, why 


does he not try his ſucceſs? I ſhould 
not have thought Captain Beville, fo 
much a man oC the world, would be 
ſo very timid.. I am quite at a loſs 
what conſtruction to put on his con- 
duct; my wiſhes would incline me to 
decide it favourably, though 1 know 
not whether my better judgment would 
not condemn ſuch a deciſion, 8 

Write 
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have confeſſed to me what you termed 
your folly, and your ſorrow for having 


acted without my concurrence, ſerves, 


if poſſible, to raiſe my opinion of you; 
nor could I refuſe you my pardon, had 
your errors been of a much larger mag- 


nitude. I truſt you will now no longer 


fear repoling a confidence in me; but 


remember, unleſs it is unlimited, there 


is little probability of my being ſer- 


viceable to you. I am far from wiſh- 


Ing to reſtrain the dictates of your ſen- 
ſibility or affection; but, from this 


ill: placed benevolence, you may de- 


prive yourſelf of a ſupport, and, per- 
haps, only encreaſe the means of Lord 
B 's prodigality. I own 1 cannot 
entertain the higheſt reſpect of his in- 
tegrity, in ſeeking to ſeduce a young 
creature into an act which he too well 
knew her friends muſt condemn ; and. 


therefore, he ſought to conceal ic. 1 : 
have great reaſon to fear, though ſin- 


cerely do I wiſh my fears may be 
averted 


-< 
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1 averted, that your ladyſhip will be the 
y | ſufferer, and that you will be called 
* upon to pay the ſecurity. I would not | 
; wound your gentle boſom, but Lord 
1 | B—— has been guilty of a moſt un- 
5 pardonable deception, for, not wich- 
r. ſtanding his lordſhip's aſſertions to the 
4 contrary, it is too true that Belmont is 
e mortgaged for its chief, if not its full 
N value. Indeed, were not that the caſe, 
I could not have believed he would 
b have ſought to take advantage of your 
"_ unſuſpecting nature, or endeavoured to 
; frighten his ſiſter to becorne ſecurity to 
zo an uſurer (for ſuch I make no doubt 
| | the perſon who procured the money 
2 was) for the ſupport of his extrava- 
; gance. The caution of age is ſcarce 
IS ſufficient to guard us from becoming 
N a prey to deſigning people; how then 
ſhould the unwary youth avoid their 
WG arts? I pity, but I do not blame you, 
my beloved ward ; nor do I wonder at 
5 the many deviations that ſo frequent- 


Vor. I. | F . ly 
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ly occur, fince it but too often happens, 
the molt ſpecious appearance, the ſmile, 
the ready promile, and all the grimace 
of affected ſincerity, ſerves only to con- 
ceal the dark, deſigning, unfeeling 
villain; whilſt, perhaps, on the other 


Hand, under a plain garb and ſimple 


manners, we may meet good ſenſe, 
benevolence, and ſenſibility. It is a 
bitter reflection, that merit is left to 
Janguiſh in obſcurity, while villainy 
flouriſhes ; bur it is only for a time; 
and, were every other proof unavail- 
able, muſt, in the end, ſerve to con- 
vince even an Atheiſt that there is a 
world beyond this, where we muſt look 
for a reward of our ſufferings. 


«© The ways of heaven are dark and intricate : 
„ Puzzled in mazes, and perplex'd in error! 
Our underſtanding traces them in vain, 

© Loft and bewildei'd in the fruitleſs ſearch; 
Nor ſees with how much art the windings run; 
-« Nor where the regular confuſion ends. 


Go 
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| Go on then, my dear Lady Lucy, 


purſue the road to virtue; and be alſ- 


ſured, however rugged the path, you 
will one day arrive at the goal, and find 


her, O! how lovely! 


WM. ARLINGTON. 


„„ 
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LETTER XVI. 


MISS GORDON TO LADY LUCY LES- 


SIN GHAM. 


IN pure civility to your ladyſhip, I 


have forbore peſtering you with my 


letters; but when called upon, I im- 
mediately obey the pleaſing ſummons. 
J ſincerely wiſh I poſſeſſed abilities to 
conſtitute a good adviſer, but as I do 
not, I truſt to your friendſhip to let 
the intention demonſtrate the act. 


Shall I own I cannot, I do not alto- 
gether approve of Captain Beville's 
conduct; he is not, 1 dare venture to 


— . $5 


F affirm, 
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affirm, ignorant of his attractions, of 


the effect they produce, nor do 1 be- 
lieve he can be inſenſible to the flat- 
tering light in which you view him; 
but beware! my dear Lady Lucy, 
beware! | 


«© When once love's ſubtle poiſon gains 

A paſſage to the female breaſt; | 
„Like light'ning ruſhing thro? the veins, 
% Bach with and every thought poſſeſt. 


To heal the pangs our minds endure 


© Reaſon, in vain, her ſkill applies; 3. 
« Nought can afford the heart a cure, 


; 08 But what 1s pleaſing to the eyes.“ 


= Ty leſt your peace becomes 


the ſacrifice of your ſenſibility, for you 


know not the pain it is to extirpate 
from our affections an object ſo every 
way formed to create them. I will 
hope, however, you are not quite ſo far 
gone in the tender paſſion, but that, 


with reaſon's aid, you may be able to 


recal your wandering heart to its duty, 
. or 
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or to fix it with ſome one who will r re· 
pay with his own; for 


% Sweet is the love that meets return,” | 


2 Beville leſſens himſelf in- 


finitely in my eſtimation by his con- 
duct. How diſhonourable a part is 
that man acting, who ſeeks to gain the 
+ Eſteem of an amiable young creature, 
to anſwer no other purpoſe than the gra- 
tification of his vanity, or the amuſe- 
ment of an idle hour! Such men ought 
to be ſhunned, deſpiſed, and treated in 


the moſt contemptible manner, ſince 


they ſeek to rob us of our deareſt pro- 
perty, our peace of mind. I hope Mr. 
Beville may not be deſerving this opi- 
nion, yet | am much at a loſs to con- 


ceive what deters him from coming to 
an explicit declaration; as, I ſuppoſe, - 


he is already, from , report, acquainted 
with your fortune, &c. It 1s, to me, 
an inexplicable myſtery. However, 


regard him . my t{weet friend; the 
ſureſt 
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ſureſt way to mortify his vanity will be, 

by a ſteady, uniform, cool behaviour; 
Particular coldneſs would appear as tho? 

you were piqued at ſomething; and, 

dare believe, his penetration ſufficient 

to enable him to divine at what, and to 
8 know we never regret our diſappoint- 
> ment, except we have flattered our- 
ſelves with pleaſing expectations: be- 
| have commonly polite, but let-him ſee 
. | you receive his attentions with a frigid 
= indifference, and view him in no better 
aut light than a mere dangler. 


3 * A creature boru to teaze and vex, 
« A thing made only to admire; 
&« Without one wiſh, or warm deſire. 
„His love is ſed by intuition, 
« And fatisfed without fraition ; 
« Dangling, content with ſmall regard, 
«© Like virtue, —is its own reward. 


And may that reward be, mortification 
to his vanity, and defpair to his hopes, 


Pray remember me particularly to 
Sir William, and believe me, my dear 


= $ "a | Lade 
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Lady Lucy, that next to the hippineſs 
of your company, ſtands the favour of 
a letter from you, in the catalogue of 


| plcaſures belonging to your 


—_— MARIA GORDON. 
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My aunt and coufin reciprocate civi- 
lities. 
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7 


I E T TEN © VIE * 


CAPTAIN STUART TO CAPTAIN BEVILLE. 
7 : | 1 ; — 


* 


1 AM not 3 1 at your 


ſilence, Beville, though I flattered my- 
ſelf the obſervance a man of honour 
ever pays to his word, would have been 
ſufficient ro influence your conduct, 
without my reminding you | have re- 


ceived but one letter from. you fince 


you left F——, notwithſtanding you 
repeatedly aſſured me how frequently 


you would charge the poſtman with 
your diſpatches. Your negligence is 


highly cenſurable, well knowing, ex- 


* F 5 OE cluſive 
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eluſive of the entertainment, how be- 
neficial muſt be your obſervations on 
men, manners, and things, to your 


ruſticated friend. I am well aware of 


the high value you put on your time, 
you who are in the full eareer of im- 
provement, with all the advantages of 


uſeful and ornamental ſcience. in full 
proſpect before you; in ſuch a dazzling 
and ſeducing ſituation, to . by tow five 
minutes on an old friend, ſurely chal- 


lenges his warmeſt acknowledgments, 
but ought not to be inperugensly ex- 
pected too often. . 


| Amidſt all your acquirements, are 


you caſuiſt enough to inform me, how 


it happens that we are generally diſap- 


pointed in our moſt favourite wiſhes, 
and that tHofe very points we have 


taken ſuch infinite pains to attain, ſel- 


dom or never prove, what, at a more 
diſtant period, we imagined to be ſo 
exquiſitc; is it becauſe when we gain full 

* 
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A 


hope, that it loſes its value; © Palls - 


upon the ſenſe, and ſickens in the eye?” 
Or is it becauſe man is ſo variable a 
creature he is never ſarisfied ? ever reſt- 


leſs, and ſeeking after thoſe pleaſures — 


which are beyond his reach; but no 


ſooner does he obtain the completion 


of his wiſhes, though obtained with the 
utmoſt difficulty, than he regards the 


prize with ajaundice eye, and fooliſhly 
wonders what chimerical whim induced 
him to believe it of ſuch eſtimation. 
1 myſelf ſerve to illuſtrate my argu- 
ment: three months #20 I believed [ 
ſhould arrive at the ſummit of my 


wiſhes, could I gain Nancy; that, with 


dividing my time between the chace, 


our brother officers, and her, I fhould 
paſs the gloomy winter-months, al- 
though in a country town, with no 
ſmall degree of fotisfa&tion ; in her 


company 1 placed my chief delight, 
thinking I ſhould find her the ſolace of 
Cs: 1 


708. DISINTERESTED LOVE ; ox, F 


all my cares and fatigues; I really | 


loved her, and, poor girl, I believe ſhe 


returns my affection with the utmoſt 
ſincerity, yet Jam not happy; ſhe is 
docile, and ever ready to comply with 
every thing I propoſe, but her novelty. 
is at an end, and with it, I believe, the” 
poignancy of my love, I know not 


how to'forſake her, for, I am perſuaded, 
but for me ſhe would have remained 


virtuous, and had not her heart proved. 
a a fraitor, ſhe would have been deaf to 


my ſolicitations. 


66 SchooP ; in the ſcience * love's mazy ; als. 
* J cloath'd each feature with affected ſcorn ; 
* ſpoke of jealous doubts and fickle ſmiles, 
« And feigning left her anxious and forlorn. 


Then, while the fancy'd rage alarm'd her care, 


Warm to deny, a and zealous to diſprove; 
I bade my words their wonted ſoftneſs N 
And ſeiz'd the minute of returving love.” 


It is true I tried every art to ſeduce 
her: and now it would certainly kill 
her with grief, were ſhe to perceive my 


Ss af- 
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affection, which J ſwore would, exiſt 
till time ſhould be no more,” Was. 
vaniſhed and fled. She is all ſimplici- 
ty, without the leaſt tincture of art or 
guile ; but did ſhe poſſeſs a little more 
variety, and ſuch is human nature, was. 
ſhe perhaps capricious, whimſical, and. 
even tyrannical, ſhe might rivet thoſe-- 
chains her ſoft compliance is unable to 
ſecure. I will never be ſuch a villain 
to deſert her unſupported ; but what I. 
ſhall do with her when our regiment 


marches, I am yet at a loſs to deter- 


mine ; I believe ſhe would be willing 
to follow me with a knapſack, even to- 
the end of the world. I ſometimes ab- 
ſolutely wiſh I could be conſtant, but 
our inclinations are not always in our 
power. I am not, however, ſuch an 
unfeeling fellow as you, Beville; I 
cannot, unmoved, behold the diſtreſs I 
occaſion, while you eſteem women 
in no better light than boys do kittens, 
who play with them for their amuſe-. 

1 ment, 
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ment, but diſcard them the inſtant they 
grow troubleſome. You muſt pardon 

my rough ſimile; you know I never 
entirely approved your ſentiments, and 

if many a poor girl had known you as 
well as I do, you would not have had 

half the number of conqueſts to boaſt, 
You certainly will not have the auda- 

city to attempt any of your female 4 
friends in town; if you ſhould, that | 
you may meet with no ſucceſs, is the 
fincere wiſh of your friend, 


C. STUART. . 
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LETTER: a 


CAPTAIN BEVILLE TO CAPTAIN STUART. 


— 


IND RED, my dear Stuart, you do not 
do me juſtice : that I have been a lit- 

tle negligent F confeſs; but as to my 
forgetting you, believe me, appeat - 
ances only are againſt me. Upon my 
| foul, in this gay town, there is no 
time for reflexion, not a moment toſpare 
from pleaſure; and the current of diſſipa- 

tion is ſo powerful it whirls one along 
with the ftream, I had almoſt ſaid 

ſome times agaiaſt inclination. 


1 — 


« Awake 


2 
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e Awake at noon, or ſcarce ſo ſoon, 
«« Sipping tea—half aſleep ; 

„ Curſe the vapours—reach the papers. 
What's the opera? damn the play 
& Air my boots; I think I'll ride 

« Tho' rot it, no, it ſtirs one ſo, 

« Pl walk to-day, | 
«© Call at Betty's what's the news? 


© Yes, your Honour—'tis 950 J— and Colonel 
rück. n 

« Hah! ſome ice, I thought as much— 

„What! and nothing more, tis a IST roag 

„ bore. 

© J muſt goto Iſſacher's, the _ 

„ Loſt at Brookes deep at play; 

„ Iſſacher's debt, at Faro ſet, 

„Till half alive we cut at five. 

& And this is a pelire See day. 


and where do you find one moment 


on abſent friends, or even abſent loves; 
but they, poor dears, would ſtand a 
miſerable chance, for the variety of 
new ones I every where meet, would 
| in- 


* 


/ 
A divorce they ſay—Have you pines to day * 


. damned Wr portrait, Charles, 


out of this fine adjuſtment to beſtow 
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infallibly drive out all reellen of 


the old ones. 


Thon art a ſplenetic mortal, and 
were I not, for all your malice, a very 
good humoured fellow, faith, let me 
tell you; what with your irony and your 
metaphors, I ſhould not make the re- 
tort courteous ; but I know your value, 
notwithſtanding your ruſty . incruſta- 
tions, and it would be Gdeviliſh hard, 
if among my innumerable bad quali- 
ties I had not a few good ones ſprinkled 
here and there; one in particular let 
me remind you of, that tho' properly 
tenacious, I never take offence where 


it is not meant. 


I was ſo exceſſively diverted with an 
adventure I met with this morning 1 


cannot forbear relating it. 


I have : 


hardly been able to compoſe my riſible 
faculties ever ſince; it ſeems paradoxi- 
cal to. aſſert i it was ſacredly ludicrous. 


I was. 
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I was paſſing by St. George's, Hanover» 


ſquare, this morning, when I perceived. 


a great concourſe of people of the 


lower ſort endeavouring to force their 
way into the church, in ſpite of the 


oppoſition they met with from the 
beadles, &c. and a confuled noiſe 


ſeemed to iſſue from within. My cu- 


nolity being excited, I went in, ex- 
pecling to ſee ſome young thing ſacri- 
ficed to an old fellow againſt her will, 
at leaſt ſomething extraordinary; and 


ſo, indeed, it was. A AT; had 


juſt taken place between a Captain 


H——, an Iriſhman, fix feet two 


inches in height, about twenty-five 


years of age, of a noble family, but no 
caſh ; and an old lady of ſeventy-ſeven, 
a woman of fortune, and a widow. All 
ſorts and conditions of people had at 


tended them to church; the low folks 


crowded on her, and had like to have 
thrown her down, four baſket- women 


had got into the polpit, ladies of equal 
cha- 


ö =» o»— © wi wy. a 
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character into the deſk and the clerk's 
place, all diſtinctions were confounded, 
and in that manner the ceremony was 
performed. When over, inſtead of 
congratulating the bride, they called 
her all manner of names, and inſulted 
her in ſuch a manner as brought forth 
the clergyman who had married her; 
he threatened them, talked abour the 
biſhop, and what he would do if they 
did not diſperſe ; but to no purpoſe. 
They followed her out of church, 
would not let her go home, and at laſt, 
with infinite difficulty, the officer who 
gave her away got her to a friend's 
houſe ; the bridegroom, all this time, 
hiding himſelf in the belfry, and Hcca: 
fonally peeping a bit of his head out. 
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I muſt own, 1 think, hey richly de- 

ſerved the treatment they met with ; 

I ſcarcely know which merited the moſt 

cenſure : on the fide of the ſuperannu- 

| ated old tabby it was founded on a molt 
Br. | 8 
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wife whoſe fortune will ſupport me, 
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unpardonable, ridiculous abſurd af 


fion ; ſhe will meet the juſt reward of 
her folly, for it is utterly impoſſible for 
him ever to live with her; and as the 
money muſt have been his ſole object, 
he will of courſe let her have little 
enough of that. As to the man, if he 
had but the pay of a private, he deferves 
to be drummed out of his regimeat for 
the ſhameful ſacrifice he has made of 
himſelf, 


My affairs ſeem at preſent tolerably 5 


en train, we have had a little Son Souper, 
and I have been pretty ſucceſsful. 


Lord B-— loſt conſiderably ; he ge- 


nerally does, and his ill ſucceſs only 
renders him the more eager: he will 
ſoon ruin himſelf. Lady Lucy is a 
divine creature, had ſhe a fortune, I 
ſhould be half inclined to play the fool 


and marry; her's, however, is 7200 —t00 


lender to tempt me. I muſt have a 


and 


— 
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4 


5 and not be obliged to drudge for her 
5 and a parcel of choſe houſhold plagues 
Th called brats. There is a Miſs Conway 
5 1 meet often in their parties, who is 
miſtreſs of/ twenty thouſand pounds, 
and there, h believe, my modeſty ſtands 
intirely in my way, or fame greatly be- 
lies her divinityſhip; but J am nice, 
4 I do not admire thoſe ready-willing 
15 fair ones, who ſeem as if they would 
fall into your arms without aſking. 
Mrs. Peachum gave her daughter ex- 
cellent advice, for, indeed, © keeping 
men off, is keeping them on ;” and if 
this maxim was more attended to, the 
ſoft ſouls would find their account in it. 
Sir James has made his propoſals to her 
ladyſhip, and, oh! dire to tell, is ab- 
ſolutely rejected; he feels it in a very 
piquant manner, as every man muſt; 
he even goes fo far as to ſay Jam the 
cauſe, but he may be quite eaſy, as it 
is impoſſible for me to be ſerious there: 
yet I admire Lady Lucy, I cannot help 
at- 
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attending to her, and believe I at: 
ſometimes rather too warm in my 


praiſes; and the diſtinction ſhe ſeems 


to pay me induces me to repeat them. 
I was curſed filly the other night, I 
had like to have overſhot the mark, 


and ſcarce knew how to recede; I went 


farther than I ever intended. I prefer 
her infinitely to the flirting Miſs Con- 
way, who ogles and ſtares to very little 


purpoſe, yet it is flattering to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed by a fine woman, though, 


between the zwo, my ſituation is auk- 
ward ; had each an equal fortune I 


ſhould not heſitate. I am charmed 


with the ſoftneſs and delicacy of Lady 


Lucy ; ; ſhe has already given up cards, 
being unſucceſsful, I believe, was her 
reaſon, her fortune not allowing of any 
extravagance, and ſhe ſhewed her pru- 


| Hence in ſo doing. Old Arlington, her 
guardian, is always filling her head 
with his antiquated notions, and ſhe 


pap an implicit obedience to all he 
2008s 
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ſays; would he come down properly, 
ſomething might be thought of; her 
mother can do nothing, and living, or 
more properly ſtarving, upon love, 
would not at all ſuit my diſpoſition ; | 
even you have found its inſtability in 
three months, I never then can think 
of engaging till death us do part.” 


Adieu, I am going to meet my 
charmer at the opera. 7 


* 
, 


Yours, 
HENRY BEVILLE. 
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LADY LUCY | LESSINGHAM TO MIS$ 
MAN thanks are due to my 


be my eſcort in public, rather than 


heart too ſoon yielded to the ſoft im- 
pulſe, but ſtill I determined to keep up 


F 


LE T TER XIX. 


. g 8 5 [ 
& 


GORDON. © oY 


= 
3 


* 


J | 


Maria for her kind letter, and to teſtify 
my approbation of it, I endeavoured 
to follow her advice. I avoided Be- 
ville, and even permitted Sir James to 


— — — 


him. Had you ſeen his penſive looks, 
his well- affected ſighs; you could not 
have remained obdurate; alas! 7 


2 2 © 2 2 


the 


© 
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- the appearance of indifference, happy for 
me had it been real, for 8 


«« At her approach ſee hope, ſee fear. 
See expeRation fly; | 

«© With diſappointment in the rear, 

« Which blaſts the promis'd joy.“ 


Sir James exulted, and Beville (I ima- 
gine to mortify me) turned all his at- 
tkntion to Miſs Conway, who received 
it with every mark of approbation. 
He danced with her the other evening 
at Almack's, I was in the ſame ſet; 
unable to bear ſo mortifying a ſcene, [ 

_ pleaded a violent pain in my head, and 
fat down; but the pain, alas! was in 


8 


0 my heart. Sir James, who was my 
n | partner, was diſtreſſed beyond meaſure, 
, and doubly officious, procuring me 
t | water, ſmelling-bottles, and I know 
not what, little conſidering how inef- 
- | fectual they would be to heal © the bo- 
p | fſom's keen fmart ;” he entreated me to 
e || go into the tea-room, as he feared the 
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warmth of the ball room was too much 
for me; but I was riveted to the ſpot, 
nor had | power to move, At the end 


of the dance, Miſs Conway came up 


with the moſt exulting air, and Beville 


with her: What, Lady Lucy ſitting 


ſill, ſaid ſhe, ſurely this is very un- 
uſual ; I always thought your ladyſhip 


was remarkably fond of dancing.” 
&« Yes, madam, added Beville, but 


Lady Lucy may have other favourite 


amuſements ; the heat is diſagreeable, 


and ſhe wiſely prefers a te a tete with 


Sir James.” © You are exceedingly 
miſtaken, interrupted I, with quick- 
: neſs, I fat down becauſe I was unwell.” 


«O! my dear, returned Miſs Con- 
way, pray make no apologies, we will 


not diſturb you, I am ſorry we have al- 
ready done it; but come, Beville, the 
violent heat ſhall hot prevent you and 


from taking another dance.“ And 


away the unfeeling girl went, Beville 


of courſe following her. I fancied he 
re- 
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regarded me vith an eye of pity, but, 


perhaps, it was only fancy; he turned 


away his eyes immediately on their 
meeting mine. 


I was bs ſpiritleſs, ſo e and 


| ſo provoked, that I begged Sir James 


would ſee for Lady Mary's chair, as I 


would borrow that and go home.. The 
moment I was ſeated in it I could not 
help giving vent to my tears, which in 
ſome degree. relieved my full heart. 
On my ſtopping at home, I was not 


altogether ſo much ſurprized to fee 


Sir James ready to hand me out, tho 


indeed I never gave myſelf the trouble 


to think about him. I apologized for 
taking him from the aſſembly at ſo 


early an hour, and entreated he would 


return without delay, © I beg your 
ladyſhip will not mention it, ſaid he, 


it is not my intention to return there 
any more to-night, and if you will al- 
low. me to remain five minutes in your 

G2 drawing- 
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room, till I have the ſatisfaction of 


finding you perfectly recovered, 1 


ſhould eſteem it a favour.” I could 
not deny him, and he followed me up 
ſtairs. © I am very ſorry I have been 


the means of ſpoiling your dance this 
evening, Sir James, ſaid I, you were 


very unfortunate in your. choice of a 
partner. Take my advice,” continued 


J, affecting an air of xaillery to conceal 
my anguiſh, — without loſs of 


time, it is yet early, and you may per- 


haps meet with a ſecond partner, 


Hrightly enough to recompence you 


for the ſtupidity of the firſt.” © Oh! 
Lady Lucy, cried he, how can you 
ſnort with my feelings! Can you ima- 


to you alone? your indiſpoſition has 


made me miſerable, ſince it has open- 
ed my eyes to what, indeed, upon a 
retroſpect, had I not been blind, I 
might have perceived ere now. Be 
not 


gine I can receive pleaſure in dancing 


5.5 


with another, while my heart is devoted 
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not offended at my temerity, I cannot 


be inſenſible to your partiality for Be- 


ville, it was this night too evident for 


me to be miſtaken ; I will not ſay your 
ladyſhip- s refuſal of me was entirely in 
conſequence of this, as I might not 
poſſeſs merit ſufficient to make an im- 
preſſion on you. In him I now ſee the 
barrier of all my hopes! I vainly flat- 
tered myſelf with the belief, that in 


time, my afſiduities, my reſpect, might 


perhaps have ſome avail; but, my 
hopes, my happineſs, are too ſurely at 


an end: and yet, O! moſt amiable of 


women, I cannot ſee the conflict ſtrug- 


gling in your-gentle boſom, without 


feeling every ſentiment of pity for you, 
as well as affeQion, ſince I too ſurely 


feel, myſelf, the pangs of diſappointed 
love; it has tied “ ſharp toothed mi- 


ſery like a vulture to * heart.“ 


Think, my Maria, what I nels feel 
at this diſcovery of my weakneſs, and 
G 3 to 
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to be told of it ſo plainly, what could I 


ſay? it was almoſt in vain to diſown it, 
my tears confeſſed. the unhappy ſecret. 


« You diſtreſs me, Sir James, infinitely, 
ſaid I, as ſoon as I could articulate ; [ 


would not give pain willingly to any 


being, much leſs to one who profeſſes 
a particular regard for me. Our af- 


fections are not to be commanded, or 1 


might, perhaps, wiſh it were poſſible 


for me to beſtow mine where they would 


meet with ſo generous a return. Let 
me, however, again entreat you to be 


ſilent on this ſubject; I reſpect you as 


a friend, but I cannot view you in any 
other light; it is altogether fruitleſs ta 
urge me, and can anſwer no other pur- 
poſe than giving pain to both. You 
muſt permit me to ſay your mention of 
Mr. Beville is not pleaſing; believe 
me you are miſtaken, my indiſpoſition 
was ſolely owing to the exceſſive heat, 
as MF.” Beville's daneing with Miſs 
Cl could nit be of: any manner of 
con- 
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conſequence to me, he is free to chuſe, 
and I had not the ſmalleſt wiſh to in- 
fluence his choice, or that he ſhould fix 
on me.“ 6 Pardon my diſbelief, my 
dear Lady Lucy, returned Sir James, 
] would not willingly give offence to 
your delicacy, for my own fake I 
would be blind, but I cannot, it is in- 
deed too plain. Fear not, however, 
continued he, I ſhall boaſt of the ſecret 
I have diſcovered, you may ſafely con- 
fide i in my honour, and reſt fatisfied i it 
mall r remain inviolable ; yet as your 
heart could not be beſtowed on me, 
I could have wiſhed it had elected one 
who would have better known the va- 
lue of the gift than Beville : his for- 
tune too will not ſuffer him to think 
of marrying; neither, I believe, has 
he any intentions.” I burſt into tears, 
I could no longer reſtrain : © Oh! Sir 
James, ſobbed I out, why will you 
add thus to my diſtreſs, believe me I _ 
do not love Beville; I was ill before, 
& 4 ; 
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and now it is you that gives me pain; 
leave me, let me entreat, I have need 


of reſt, my ſpirits are quite diſcom- 


poſed, it will indeed be ſalutary for 
both, let me beg you to take my ad- 
| vice.” « Generous, amiable, Lady 
Lucy, exclaimed he, may you be hap- 
py ! may you meet the reward of your 
merit; but oh! I fear Beville has not 
a ſoul capable of doing it juſtice, I 
cannot put up a prayer for a rival, yet 
do I wiſh you may meet with-no cruel 
diſappointment to embitter your hap- 


pineſs.” He ſnatched up his hat, and 


went down ſtairs evidently affected. 
He ſtopped in the parlour a few mi- 


nutes, as it were to recover himſelf, 


and then I heard him ring the bell 
to be let out. 8 

I muſt lay down my tired pen, to- 
morrow I will reſume it; till when, 
adieu, my dear Maria. 


7 Os LESSINGHAM. 


LADY 
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LADY LUCY LESSINGHAM IN cON TI 


NUATION, 


Akt I ied up my pen.—As for 


me I fat immoveably fixed, and in- 
capable of ſtirring; in ſhort, I was 
perfectly overcome with a variety of 
conflicting paſſions, pity and eſteem 
for Sir James, love and diſappoint- 
ment, alternately took poſſeſſion of 

5 | | 
Fanny had heard I was come home, 

and beſought me to go to bed; I did 
at laſt, merely to be quit of her impor- 
tunities; but oh! to what purpoſe? 
Sleep was a ſtranger to my wearied 
G 5 eye⸗ 
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eye-lids, my harraſſed mind kept me 


waking. With what truth, with what 


energy did 1 * "A 


« Hail gentle ſleep ! tho death's tremendous | 


4 * 


« form / 
% Reſembles thee, I court thy walten ſmile; „ 


<« In thy ſoft arms I'll hun each ſtorm, 

«« With thee the tearful hour beguile: 

% Each mortal pleaſure dies when thou art fled, 
And mightieſt princes woo thee to their bed. 
In thy ſweet manſions freed from every care 

% We live, and taſte the ſweeteſt joys of life; 

«* Tranquillity alone is there, 

« Perpetual foe to hateful ſtrife ; 

In thy ſoft arms we gently ſeem to die, 

& And lock'd 1 in them, can death himſelf defy” 


Lady Mary came into my room on 
her return, thinking, as I came home 
ſo early, I was indiſpoſed, to ſee how I 
was; but being in no condition to 
anſwer her enquiries, I feigned what I 
languiſhed for, and believing me to be 
aſleep, ſhe retired ſoftly, ſaying ſhe 
would not diſturb me. I reaſoned my- 


ſelf 
U 
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ſelf into a tolerable compoſure by 
morning, but being very dejected, and 
really not well, from the huiry my 


ſpirits had undergone, I continued in 


my dreſſing room all day, making a 
plea of my indiſpoſition to avoid going 


out for the preſent. 1 have deſired it 


may be carefully concealed from my 


mother and Sir William, well knowing 


their anxious fears would preſently 
multiply a ttifling cold into a mortal 
* 


| Sir James tay: called. twice, and 
looked very ſerious, but only enquired 


after my health in the common way. 


Were I to be really very. ill, from this 


houſe I ſhould ſoon wiſh to remove. 


Lady Mary and Mr. Foſter, to do 


them juſtice, are very obliging ; but 
they are too much engaged in their 
different purſuits to pay much regard 


to a ſiſter in affliction, No longer 
. | than 
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than while health and ſpirits continue, 
and the ſun of proſperity plays his 
brightening beams around you; no 
longer muſt you expect to be an object 
of much attention in the gay world: 
when ſickneſs and affliction preſs upon 
vou, all your Bed friends, and even 
relations, run away as if from infection; 
for they think not that it is better to 


go into the © houſe of mourning than 
the houſe of gladneſs.“ 


„ Oh! friendſhip, thine's a ſacred flame, 
«« And till my ſoul pays homage to thy name.“ 


How do the ſympathetic ſoothings 
of a true friend ſmooth the pillow, and 
relieve the aching head, and heart too; 
but I muſt be well, there is to be a 
brilliant maſquerade next week, and I 
am to go, they will take no denial, 
« all the world will be there,” to ex- 
preſs myſelf in the common - place 
phraſe, I have ſome curiofity, but 
could, however, fuppreſs it without 
: | any 
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any immenſe difficulty; but the fates 
have decreed I muſt make one of the 
- motley groupe. 


— 


Adieu, my dear Maria, my next 
ſhall contain an account of it, as I 
know your curioſity will be particularly 

: excited, Believe me yours, as uſual, 


LUCY LESSINGHAM. 
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„ LETTER N 


513 WILLIAM ARLINGTON To LADY 
LUCY LESSINGHAM, | 


ST Ht day faſt advances when the 


_ truſt | have taken ſo much pleaſure in 
executing will be at an end, and my 
beloved Ward will be at liberty to pur- 
ſue © what to her ſeemeth beſt.” That 
diſcretion may ever lead her, and pru- 
dence be her guide, is my ſincereſt 
wiſh. Tho' I muſt reſign my guardi- 
anſhip, I ſhall be ever ready, and moſt 
happy, can I at any time be of ſervice 
to ſou Tp. The title of guardian 

Will 
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will be at an end, and if you fill allow 
me the liberty of occaſionally giving 

my advice, it muſt be only as a friend; 

and, believe me, you will never find 
one more ſincere and diſintereſted. 


Before I quite relinquiſh my autho- 
rity, permit me to propoſe to you an 
affair, on which I never till now wiſhed 
to influence your conduct. Will you 
not eaſily gueſs? It is in behalf of 
ſome one who has paid the tribute due 
to your merit: yes, my lady, it is in 
behaff of a man who has long loved 
you with the moſt ardent . 9 5 but 
fearful and apprehenſive of your not 
according with his wiſhes, has never 
yet dared to diſcloſe his paſſion. That 

he is deſerving of you I cannot ſay; 
bur that every hogs of his life would be 
employed in endeavouring to gain your 

_ eſteem, I may venture to affirm, 1f the 
moſt unbounded affection, a heart de- 
voted to you, and an ample fortune, 

may 


\ 
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may be any incitement, he poſſeſſes 
them. Perhaps, fron the energy with | 


which | write, you will be led to be- 
lie ve hal} prove a powerful advocate 
for ny frien q . FW, tr ! 1deed to He ſo, | 
moſt earneitiy 10 : with it; but be aſ- 
ſored I wil} never urge your conſent, 
if it ſhould prove incompatible with 
your inclination. I have always ſought 
every means to enſure your happineſs, 
and I will not, in this moſt important 
affair, loſe ſight of the idea, though 1 
am almott perſuaded to think your ac- 
quieſcence might ſecure it. From a 
ſtrange peculiarity in the man's diſpo- 
ſition, he has made a reſolution never 
to marry any woman who is not pol- 
ſeſſed of an independent fortune; and, 
lender as yours is, he waits till you are 
become ſole miſtreſs of it before he 
ventures to make his propoſals, tho”, 
believe me, it is the laſt and leaſt con- 
ſideration; but, from a kind of falſe. 
delicacy, for 1 know not what to term 


: | it, 
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it, he will not marry a woman entirely 
without, left, 1 conceive, as the world 
is buſy on every occaſion, it ſhould be 
given out ſhe accepted him merely for 
his fortune, which being, as I have al- 
ready obſerved, large, might give riſe _ 
to ſuch a report from the ill Judging 

many. | 


I ſhall come to town on your birth 
day, to ſettle my accounts, and your 
ladyſhip will find I have been a faith. 
ful ſteward ; I will then unfold to you 
the particulars of this buſineſs. Mean- 
time, begging you will for once oblige 
me in keeping it ſecret, I am, my 
dear Lady . yours, 


W. ARLINGTON. 


LE 


1 erinner 
| & + Sv 
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LADY LUCY LESSINGHAM TO MISS 
GORDON, 


* 


but write; I am thrown into new per- 


plexities, and new embarraſſments. I 
congratulated myſelf with having ſo 
effectually put an end to the hopes of 
Sir James, and yet retaining him as a 
friend; but J will endeavour, if | can 
ſufficiently collect my hurried ſpirits, 
to give you the incidents as they 
aroſe. e 


Monday | 


of af my_ 
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Monday was the ds on which I ap- 
peared at the maſquerade. I was calm 
and compoſed, and if my ſpirits were 
not high, they appeared very equal to 


an impartial obſerver. There was really 
more conſultation about the dreſſes we 5 
were to appear in, and more anxiety 
expreſſed to have them elegant, than 


there would have been for a ſear in 


Paradiſe. I wiſhed to be only in 4 


domino, but was not heard; our party 


was brilliant, and they muſt appear ſo. 
Lady Mary led the van as a Diana, 


the two Miſs Harcourts her attendant 
nymphs, Lady Mellville as a ſultana, 


* © 


and Miſs Conway figured away in a 


rich fancy dreſs, I muſt own the gee 


nerality of people ſeem only to conſult 0 
what dreſs will ſet their perſons off to 


moſt advantage, without ever conſider- 
ing whether they are capable of ſup- 


porting the character they aſſume, 


Our gentlemen thought proper to con- 
fine their taſte to elegant dominos. 


Na- 
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Nothing would ſerve but I muſt ap- 

pear as Hepe. I remonſtrated in vaing 1 V 
overcome by their perſuaſions I con- d 
ſented, thinking the character not al- | w 
together unſuitable to the preſent pen- | V 
five turn of my diſpoſition, at leaſt it fl 


required no great exertion. Behold fo 
me, then, arrayed in a ſky- blue robe, ſe 
ſtudded all over with ſtars: of ſilver, ſc 
faſtened round my waiſt with an ele- 1 
gant belt, my hair out of powder and 0 
flowing, only bound with a ſtring of 5 
beautiful pearl, and, to complete the as 
whole, leaning on a ſilver anchor; in ü. 
mort, to imitate as near as poſſible the 55 
portrait we have ſo often contemplated, h 
On my entrance I was for ſome mi- 
nutes loſt in amazement at the medley | al 
tribe that ſurrounded me, as well as fi 
ſtruck at the brilliancy of the lights and = 
the elegance of the building, for it was N 
my firſt entree at the Pantheon. Num. | © 
berleſs were my votaries; each ſuppli- c 
e. 


cating me to be propitious 5 
wiſhes, - 7 8 


THE MODERN ROBIN GREY. 141, 


wiſhes, and not to prove, as I too often | 
did, deluſive. I endeavoured to anſ- 
wer charaQeriſtically, but was glad 
when they took their leave, for their 
flattery was groſs, and their mirth 
folly and impertinence. At length, 
ſeparated from my party, tired with the 
ſcene, and wiſhing to avoid the crowd, 
I ſeated myſelf an a ſopha behind one 
of the pillars; my feelings, I believe, 
gave a natural trait to the character, 
as I fat almoſt buried in contempla- 
tion. On lifting up my eyes I beheld 
a very eleganc figure that had placed 
himſelf by me, he was only in a white 
filk domino, but in his whole form 
and manner there was an elegance and 
ſuperiority that was undeſcribable. 1 
have been purſuing you, ſaid he, but 
you have deluded all my efforts to at- 
tain a nearer view ; you kept me at a 
diſtance, and, as uſual, when I flatter- 
ed myſelf I had arrived near enough to 
offer up my A you threw me 
farther 
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mined to treat me with unuſual cruel- 
ty?” I practiſe no cruelty deſignedly, 


jects partially; a ſuperior power rules 
me, and I have only to pay implicit 
obedience to its diftates.” *© Alas, re- 
turned he, would not the knowledge 
of deſerving your favour, by paying 


influence with you to be more kind, 
and to be leſs deluſive.” * Blame me 
not, ſaid I, for deceiving you, when 


ſex to deceive and delude the unwary : 
your conduct 1s infinitely more blame- 
able than mine; but Both ſhew their 
ſimplicity by diſbelieving the nume- 
rous examples, the evidence of their 
own ſenſes, continually repreſents to 
them; you meet with but your due 
puniſhment, when your hopes are diſ- 
appointed.“ He ſighed and took my 
hand, repeating, 


farther off than ever. Are you deter- 


anſwered I, ſince I diſtinguiſh no ob- 


you the utmoſt adoration, have. ſome 


it is the buſineſs of too many of your 


- * eCDeign 
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wn "Deign ſweet Hope to cheer my mind, 
«© Tell me where my pains will end; 
« And be propitious to my love.“ 


« Indeed, ſaid I, that is more than I 
can perhaps promiſe, I do not know 
who is your love, and vanity will keep 


it is 


you from deſpair without my aid.“ 
« O no! pity me, my lovely Hope, 


impoſſible any diſguiſe can con- 


ceal that beauteous form. O, Lady 
Lucy, give me Hope!“ Maria, paint to 
yourſelf my aſtoniſhment, it was Be- 
ville! he had talked before in a feigned 
voice, but he ſpoke then in his own, 
and it was well for me the maſk hid 
my confuſion. I preſently recovered, 
and replied, © As you are, I find, a 
friend, I will endeavour for once to be 
propitious, for I will point the way to 
your love. Intuition has certainly diſ- 
covered her, but perhaps you have loſt 


her; M 


Miſs Conway you will find, I be- 


lieve, in the room on the right hand, 
1 am happy in * able to give you 


the 


* 4 3 7 
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che tiekrathc information, Mr. Be- 


ville.” © Name her not, exclaimed. 
he, intuition has pointed out my love 
in my charming Hope.” Do you not 


feel for me, my dear ? A ſecret plea- 


ſure run through all my veins, and [ 


let my paſſive hand remain in his, 
without power to withdraw it. I was 


more like the ſtatue of ſtupidity than 
the animated form I perſonated. Can 
you imagine, my dear Lady Lucy, 
continued he, I could be ſenſible to 


the charms of Miſs Conway after hav- 
ing ſeen you No! my heart is yours, 


and yours alone. You know not the 
pain your coldneſs has given me; [ 
impatiently waited for this amuſement 


taking place, as the only Hope to re- 
lieve my anxiety, by gaining an oppor- 


tunity of telling you how much I love! 
Deign then, ſweet Hope, to ſmile upon 
me; and, believe me, the fear of of- 

fending alone has kept me filent. 


Miſs N has thought fit to diſ- 


tinguiſh 


\ . Ws 


6 


tion to Miſs Conway had given me 


P . 
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tinguiſh me, but ſhe is not the woman 
calculated * inſpire my admiration by 
any means.“ 

How was my gloom in an inſtaat 
changed, and how was [ elated? 


And oh! his charming tongue 
% Was but too well acquainted with my weakneſs; 


He talk'd of love, and all my melting heart 
“ Difſolv'd within my breaſt.” py 


The time, the place, the unexpected- | 


| neſs of the diſcovery, his form, his 
aſpect, all ſeemed to have acquired un- 


uſual graces; his language was all en- 
chantment. I confeſſed a partiality for 
even acknowledged his atten- 


pain; I blamed myſelf infinitely after- 
wards, but every circumſtance con- 
ſpired to my folly, and I could not re- 


fiſt his eloquence, nor had I reſolution 


to move till the party came up. We 


have been ſecking you, my dear, ſaid 
Lady Mary, if you are ready we mean 


to go.“ © Whenever you pleaſe,” re- 
Vol, I. H  _ pled 
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die, and in an inſtant the ſmiles vaniſh- 
ed) upon my ſaying I had been ſitting 
making the tour of- the rooms alone; 


ſhip is particularly fond of a tete a tete, 
-faid ſhe, and this, turning to Sir James, 


notice, well Knowing how much it 
would chagrin me. Out of gratitude 
1 ſuffered him to hand me to the car- 


not, but preſſed my hand, and ſighed 
conducted Miſs Conway, and, though 


heard her voice in a kind of reproachful 
ſarcaſtic tone, but he did not ſeem to 
my 


Wh 


- plied:-I.' Miſs Conway was ready ta 1 
ed from her face (for ſhe had unmaſk- | 
there the whole time, being fearful of 
and that part of it Mr. Beville had 


been. chatting with me. Your lady- 


ſeems to have been more ſociable than . | 
yours was the other night.“ He was 
too conſiderate, ebener to take any 


riage, thinking he would be pleaſed at 
ſuch a mark of my favour. He ſpoke 


deeply when he quitted it. Beville 


I could not diſtinguiſh the words, 1 
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regard her ir much. When ſhe came to 
the door, ſhe, flounced by without ever 
wiſhing me good night. Her aunt is 
a ſweet. amiable woman, ſhe cannot 
kelp ſeeing, her. follies ; but as. ſhe i is 
only Sir Charles's, niece, her: ladyſhip l 1s 

- More; cautious in noticing. them. He 
married her, I believe, for. love. 1 
think [ have heard ſhe- was rather ob- 
ſcure; but if fo,. ſhe does credit to. his 
diſcernment. The jewel muſt, be 
eſtimable, and could only want a little 
poliſh to make it ſhine! forgh with un- 

riyalled luſtre. eee 5 


J was exceettiogly fatigued, and was 
going inſtantly to bed, but had a letter 
given me from Sir William, which I 
could not refrain from reading, it 
effectually deprived me of ſleep; I 
encloſe it for your peruſal . Till I 
opened it, my mind was filled with the 

moſt 


See the preceding letter. 
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moſt pleaſing ſenſations; you may 
readily believe they ſoon fled. I can- 
not divine who he means, I am con- 
vinced Beville has not wrote, as he 
never | norte the name of guar- 
dian. I foreſee a great deal of trouble 
that will ariſe from it: I would not 
willingly offend Sir William, but yet 
I cannot ſacrifice my happineſs. Theſe 
reflections diſturb me ſo much, that 1 


muſt lay down my pen. 


* 


* 


LUCY LESSINGHAM, 


Exp or Vor. I. 


